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Thank you, Chairs, for the opportunity to address this closing plenary on behalf of the Research 
and Independent NGOs, or RINGO. My name is Shikha Bhasin, and I am a researcher at the 
Council on Energy, Environment and Water, and serve as a member of the RINGO Steering 
Committee. 
 
RINGO would like to stress the importance of designing ambitious climate policies that account 
for not only the natural sciences, but also critical social science work. Social science researchers 
have demonstrated, time and again, that climate change represents a fundamental threat to the 
wellbeing, lives and livelihoods to the most vulnerable human populations.  Policies that 
empower vulnerable communities are likely to be more climate resilient in the long-term and 
reduce the differentiated impacts of climate change. 
 
Only an integrated approach that includes social, ecological and other climate science-led policy 
can effectively respond to the climate and ecological crisis we face. The global community of 
scientists and researchers should be viewed as a vital resource and stakeholder in the 
development of such adaption and mitigation solutions and their implementation on the ground. 
 
Research also provides data to promote transparency and help the public understand actions 
taken - or not taken - by their governments. It also provides vital information to create 
accountability mechanisms to ensure cohesion and effectiveness of climate actions. 
 
Failing to empower vulnerable communities and countries can threaten accountability to climate 
commitments and pledges, which puts the entire Paris Agreement at risk. 
 
Climate policies should pay particular interest to the research conducted by scholars and 
academics in the Global South, including locally led approaches that involve affected and 
particularly marginalized communities in shaping solutions. 
 
As the Paris Agreement moves into this new era of focus on implementation, it is vital that 
climate solutions are developed in collaboration with communities rather than imposed upon 
them without shared ownership. In the task of understanding the needs and views of local 
communities, for both mitigation and adaptation measures, researchers can play a vital role and 
should be utilized accordingly. 
 
In the forthcoming work under the SBSTA and SBI, we urge Parties to be led by and pay 
particular attention to the recommendations and ways forward being produced by scientists and 
researchers in the Global South, and from areas most vulnerable to climate change. 
 


