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Thank you, Chairs, for the opportunity to address this opening plenary on behalf of the 
Research and Independent NGOs, or RINGO. My name is Zoha Shawoo and I am an Associate 
Scientist at the Stockholm Environment Institute, and serve as a member of the RINGO 
Steering Committee.  

As the world gears up for the outcomes of COP27, the science is unequivocal: the latest IPCC 
report has reiterated that climate change is already affecting the lives of billions of people 
around the world, and that those who are most vulnerable are poor and marginalised 
populations that have contributed the least to climate impacts. Exceeding global warming of 
1.5°C will lead to severe, unavoidable risks to people’s health, lives and livelihoods. 

We are at a critical juncture where limiting warming in line with the goals of the Paris Agreement 
is still technically feasible, but the window for action is rapidly narrowing and will continue to 
narrow with delayed action.  

Members of RINGO from around the world have generated interdisciplinary research insights 
that stress the importance of centering equity and justice in all climate solutions. Both mitigation 
and adaptation actions need to account for the distributional impacts of both climate change and 
climate solutions for vulnerable and marginalised communities, particularly women, youth, 
Indigenous Peoples and racial and ethnic minorities. Any climate solution should ensure that the 
needs and priorities of these groups are accounted for, that they are represented in decision-
making processes, and that their fundamental human rights are not undermined. 

The science is also clear on the urgent need for adaptation support, including building resilience 
for vulnerable states and communities to ensure that developing countries are given the 
resources they require to support affected communities without undermining their development. 
This underscores the need for climate finance for not only mitigation but also adaptation and 
loss and damage.  

At COP27, we urge Parties to act with the urgency that the science dictates is required. This 
involves rapidly increasing mitigation ambition through the revision of NDCs to be aligned with 
Paris Agreement goals, as well as significantly investing in adaptation, resilience and 
vulnerability reduction, particularly in regions that have contributed the least to climate change. 

 


