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Noting the importance of enhancing the development and transfer of climate technologies to 
developing countries the COP in 2010 established the Technology Mechanism; it consists of two 
complementary bodies: 
– Technology Executive Committee (TEC) – “the policy arm” 
– Climate Technology Centre and Network (CTCN) 
 
TEC: 
• overview of countries’ climate technology needs 
• Analyse policy and technical issues on development and transfer 
• Recommend actions to promote climate technology development and transfer 
• Recommend guidance on climate technology policies and programmes 
• Promote and facilitate collaboration between climate technology stakeholders 
• Recommend actions to address barriers to climate technology development and transfer 
• Seek cooperation with stakeholders and promote coherence across technology activities 
• Catalyse the development and use of climate technology road maps and action plans 
 
CTCN  
 • “delivers technical support at the request of Parties” 
 • has a global practitioner network >600 members 
 • has a knowledge repository 
 • accountable to and guided by the COP through an advisory board which also includes 
representatives of observer constituency groups 
 • Supports also writing of Party communications: 
  • Technology Needs Assessments 
  • and Technology Action Plans 
 
CTCN and TEC concurrently developing their next 5 year workplans 
CTCN workplan being developed with the help of an external consultant (Matthew Kennedy); 
consultations with regional groups, and a range of stakeholders took place over the last few weeks 
and workplan drafting begins now.  
A public draft will be available in September (but inputs may be received in the period until then. This 
is an opportunity for input also by RINGO members  
=> send a note to Matthias honegger@perspectives.cc if you want to engage in a discussion or are 
willing to provide written input given a suitable opportunity. 
 
Personal Reflection 
“Mechanism” can be negotiation lingo for we find this issue important but don’t know how to set up an 
appropriate institution or no one wants to actually fund it at a sensible scale fit for the purpose. 
CTCN appears to be an underfunded over-demanded institution with a very large umbrella mandate. 
It appears to receive a wide range of demands from Parties and constituency groups, rendering 
it somewhat scatterfocussed and lacking in effectiveness (as per previous reviews); ultimately the 
budget is seen to be dictating which activities are pursued and which disregarded. 
 
AB meeting key issues: 
 • Joint TEC-CTCN Taskforce to shape joint work on technology and NDC 
 • Form of presentation of the two workplans (TEC and CTCN): Merged into one document 
with a joint introduction chapter to show unity and alignment in mission and objective. 
 • Updates on activities and budget 
 • Presentation of an international communications technology corporation 
 • Election of new chair and vice-chair of AB 
 
A theme emerging in informal engagements: Greater involvement of research institutions is desired: 
the new workplan will seek to (likely in context of “national systems of innovation” or similar) ensure 
opportunities that research groups can be matched with demand from e.g. CTCN support requests – 
jointly develop transdisciplinary case studies or identify other research collaboration opportunities that 
would advance the countries requesting support. 
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There may be further opportunities for engagement on the theme of technology development and 
transfer besides TEC and CTCN (for mitigation and adaptation): you may contact Matthias if you are 
keen on discussing such opportunities or if you are simply interested in keeping up with discussions 
on technology development and transfer as part of a RINGO interest group on technology. 


