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The UK Presidency of COP-26 has hosted an event this morning as part of the World Leaders' Summit 

on Forests and Land Use. It has convened national governments, business, finance and other non-state 

actors to raise ambition on forest management. The aim of the event was to show how actions towards 

forests can help to ensure that the +1.5°C target remains achievable, to support local people in a 

sustainable way, and to make adaptation and financing objectives a reality. 

In total, world leaders from 105 countries, representing more than 86% of the world's forests, agreed 

in the Glasgow Leaders' Statement on Forests and Land Use to work together to commit to halting and 

reversing deforestation and land degradation by 2030. This political declaration, which is voluntary and 

not part of the formal negotiation process, has been formally launched this morning. 

Report of the session (only attended from 11:00 to 12:45) 

Most of the discussions revolve around the key role of indigenous populations or those dependent on 

forests in their preservation, as well as the importance of public-private partnerships for the financing 

of large-scale projects in favor of reforestation.  

Jennifer Moris, representative of Nature Conservancy, and Franck Elderson, representative of Network 

for greening financial system, highlighted that public and private funding for reforestation must 

absolutely be more transparent in order to ensure that the right investments are done at the right time 

and especially in the right place.  

In response, Norwegian Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Støre affirmed new Norwegian funding of 1.7 billion 

dollars for reforestation, forest protection as well as support for indigenous people.  

As for the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the announcement was made that a new law aims to 

assess the right to land and resources of indigenous populations which will be voted on very soon in 

parliament.  

To conclude, Tuntiak Katan, representative of the Indigenous Organization of the Amazon River Basin 

(COICA) and the Global Alliance of Territorial Communities (GATC) delivered a poignant speech on the 

plight of indigenous populations and claimed for a specific adaptation fund for them. Indeed, 

deforestation directly harms these peoples. They are mistreated even though they represent major 

players in the protection of forests. Indeed, since the industrial revolution, the vast majority of 

humanity has continued to move away from the point of balance between its way of life and the 

preservation of its ecosystem. Today only the indigenous populations are masters of this precious 

knowledge, and it is in this that they represent our best chance to preserve our forests. 


