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Excellencies, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen – My 

name is Ceris Jones from the National Farmers Union of England 

and Wales and the World Farmers Organisation, and it is my 

honour to deliver this joint statement on behalf of the Farmers, 

Business and Industry, Local Government and Municipal 

Authorities and Research and Independent NGOs Constituencies.  

We thank the UN Secretary General, the UNFCCC Executive 

Secretary and the COP26 President Designate for their leadership 

and unwavering commitment to the Paris Agreement and 

Minister Cingolani and the Government of Italy for their efforts 

in convening this Pre-COP session at such a critical time on the 

Road to COP26.  

We applaud recent announcements of commitments of 

enhanced ambition and action. But let us be honest – collectively 



we have not yet delivered at the scale and pace that science 

requires. Recent key reports have laid bare the scale and urgency 

of the challenge.  

Today, with just 30 days to go until the Summit, we need to see 

determination and political will from you all to build the conditions 

for success at Glasgow, driving forward multilevel and multilateral 

collaboration as well as domestic action. We call on you to seize this 

opportunity to build on progress made in summer and further 

improve understanding and deepen dialogue and identify possible 

points of convergence. This is a challenging yet imperative task and 

will require that countries move beyond national positions and 

collaborate for an international consensus. 

COP26 will be our last chance to keep 1.5 degrees within reach, 

fully implement the Paris Agreement and create the necessary 

enabling framework and architectures for a better future for all.  

An ‘all of society’ inclusive approach to climate action is essential 

for the success of COP26. An ambitious and inclusive outcome 



and full implementation of the Paris Agreement can only be 

achieve through a radical multilevel cooperation and effective 

partnerships – between national governments, regions, cities, 

businesses, farmers, academia and all civil society groups 

together – globally and locally. Everyone has a part to play – and 

no one can be left behind.  

Now more than ever, we recognise that achieving our common 

climate goals requires concerted, collaborative efforts. There 

are more and more positive examples of farmers, businesses, 

cities and academia working together and we can see an 

acceleration in the pace and scale of action and innovation on 

climate. In order for us to go even further and faster – we need 

your support and strong policy signals from all governments at 

all levels.   

We stand ready to assist you in every way possible to ensure that the 

discussions here in Milan help to set the path for a breakthrough in 



Glasgow on all agenda items and work with all stakeholders towards 

a successful and inclusive COP26.  

Thank you.   

 

 


