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UN Climate Change Dialogues - Session: Ocean and Climate Change Dialogue to consider how to 

strengthen adaptation and mitigation action Day 2, December 3rd at 21.30- 00.30 CET 

Notetaker: Thecla Keizer, Plymouth Marine Laboratory  

 

Ocean and Climate Change Dialogue to consider how to strengthen adaptation and mitigation action 

The Conference of the Parties at COP 25, by its decision 1/CP.25 paragraph 31, requested the Chair of 

the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice (SBSTA)to convene at its fifty-second session 

(June 2020) a dialogue on the ocean and climate change to consider how to strengthen mitigation and 

adaptation action in this context. The COP also invited Parties and non-Party stakeholders to submit 

inputs via the submission portal by 31 March 2020 to inform the dialogue. The COP requested the Chair 

of the SBSTA to prepare an informal summary report on the dialogue. The dialogue will provide a space 

for Parties and non-Party stakeholders to discuss how to strengthen adaptation and mitigation action on 

ocean and climate change, drawing upon the knowledge and scientific findings from IPCC Special Report 

on the Ocean and Cryosphere in a Changing Climate and the submissions from Parties and non-Party 

stakeholders. 

 

FYI - The session has been recorded and can be viewed here:  https://un.thevirtual.show/agenda/3 and 

for breakout group 4 here: https://vimeo.com/487194964. The SBSTA Chair information note as well as 

supporting documentation can be found here: https://unfccc.int/event/ocean-and-climate-change-

dialogue-to-consider-how-to-strengthen-adaptation-and-mitigation-action 

Moderator: Stella Gama, SBSTA Rapporteur. Welcomed all to day 2 of the dialogue which today will 

focus on ocean and climate action on the national level. What is happening, how can this be 

strengthened and supported moving forward.  

Jane Lubchenco, Co-chair, High Level Panel for a Sustainable Ocean Economy (10 mins) 

o Only be able to tackle Climate Change (CC) effectively if we include ocean action. Focused on 

adaptation and mitigation; the conclusion for the presentation is that ocean-based actions provide 

powerful but mostly untapped opportunities for both mitigation and adaptation. For this presentation 

she drew heavily to the High Level Panel for a Sustainable Ocean Economy report launched 2.12.20. She 

provided an overview to the panel. Re mitigation – focal areas below with findings highlighted  

https://un.thevirtual.show/agenda/3
https://vimeo.com/487194964
https://unfccc.int/event/ocean-and-climate-change-dialogue-to-consider-how-to-strengthen-adaptation-and-mitigation-action
https://unfccc.int/event/ocean-and-climate-change-dialogue-to-consider-how-to-strengthen-adaptation-and-mitigation-action
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First 4 worth pursuing immediately; area 5 is to be better understood. If combined then can deliver 1/5 

of total GHG emission reduction needed by 2050; she highlighted this as a very significant finding 

putting the ocean at the centre of climate change. 
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She talked through ocean-based actions in adaptation re CC; such as MPAs that are fully protected. 

Important to note that benefits only come from fully protected MPAs. Only 2.6% of the global ocean is 

currently in a fully or highly protected MPA. Panel has chosen to act on the reports and chose to take 

action; see this report  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A flavour of the commitments can be seen here:  
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An effective way of showing the most useful approach is shown here  

 

There is a call to action that the ocean panel is making to others to rally around special interest groups; 

10 of which are shown below:  
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The ocean provides multiple untapped powerful opportunities to mitigate and adapt to climate change. 

We have tools we can use which will bring climate benefit and multiple other benefits and we need to 

tap these tools.   

 

Dalee Sambo Dorough, Chair, Inuit Circumpolar Council (ICC, 5 mins) 

• Highlighted the importance of oceans to indigenous people.  Main messages:  

o Significance of marine environment to Inuit and coastal communities; profound 

relationship with marine env and reliance on marine env includes use of coastal seas as 

well as the sea ice; largely for food security.  

o Highlighted the significance knowledge about coastal seas and Arctic environment 

relevant to the global response to climate change and this knowledge is complementary 

to science with both required and sees opportunities under the UNFCCC for this co-

knowledge approach. She highlighted various high-level initiatives they are further 

contributing to including BBNJ.   

o ICC Looking forward to making future contributions to publications and have applied for 

observer status with the IPCC to make more contributions; she highlighted the ICC 

submission to the dialogue available from the portal.  
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Ruth Mthembu, WILDOCEANS (5 mins) 

o Short film shown; youth for MPAs established 2018 (256 members); goal to advocate in relation 

to MPAs in South Africa and stand in unity against threats or harm to the ocean. Talked though their 

actions in 2018 towards achieving 5% marine protection (which concerns 43 ecosystems). Now focusing 

on 10% by 2020; Covid impacted upon this and they moved their actions online; she highlighted 

summits/events they took part in. Within their movement they have members who also run their own 

actions such as ‘See the bigger picture’. Ocean protection needs to be central to decision making and 

calling for party leaders to be pro-active as we can no longer afford to be re-active. Called upon South 

African government to fulfil promise of 10% by 2020.  

Three videos were shown:  

1. Opportunities the ocean provides for enhancing ambition in NDCs, NGO partnership (2 mins video); 
highlighted www.nature4climate.org  

2. Resilient Reefs Initiative, Fanny Douvere, UNESCO (3 mins) – major multi-million $ 4 year initiative 

with partners from across the globe; holistic approach; sees local communities being part of the 

solution.  

3. Youth voices for the ocean, introduced by Daniela Fernandez, Sustainable Ocean Alliance (5 mins); 

brief introduction highlighting their leadership for ocean action and the priorities for young people 

followed by a short film (but this did not show successfully) 

http://www.nature4climate.org/
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Discussion Group 3: Strengthening action at national level – PML notetaker did not join as was attending 

group 4 discussion; summary notes available from Lisa Levin on the RINGO website. 

 

Submissions underscore the importance of integrated solutions based on the best available science: 

including ecosystem-based approaches, fisheries and aquaculture, as well as emission reduction and 

climate-smart renewables. This discussion group will explore options and opportunities for strengthening 

understanding, synergies and action on adaptation and mitigation, including as part of countries’ 

national response under the UNFCCC, including NDCs and NAPs. 

Guiding Questions 

1. Resilient ocean means urgent adaptation and mitigation action through increasing 

understanding, ambition and action towards the goals of the Paris Agreement. Where are the current 

opportunities to fully integrate ocean into climate change action and where do we need to strengthen 

understanding, synergies and action as part of national responses? 

2. What further actions are needed to address gaps and strengthen national action under the 

UNFCCC framework and more widely? What processes can help? 

 

- Moderator: Kushaal Raj, Climate Change and International Cooperation Division, Ministry of 

Economy, Fiji 

- Rapporteur: Tamara Thomas, Director, International Ocean Policy, Conservation International 

 

Panellists: 

(3 min brief reflections to motivate discussion) 

• Haydée Rodríguez Romero, Vice Minister of Water and Seas, Costa Rica 

• Cameron Diver, Deputy Director-General of the Pacific Community 

• Han Han, Founder and Executive Director, China Blue Sustainability Institute 

• Anne Merwin, Vice President Conservation, Ocean Conservancy 

  

Discussion Group 4: Strengthening cross-cutting support for action 

 

Submissions provide a strong call to discuss options and opportunities for finance and funding and other 

cross-cutting issues. This group will explore options and opportunities to improve the effectiveness of, 

and strengthen, the mechanisms already in place for financial support, technology transfer and 
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capacity-building. It will also explore new opportunities for blue finance and funding, as well as for 

joining up the finance/funding agendas for climate change and ocean action. 

 

Guiding Questions 

1. Where are the current opportunities to fully enable finance and technical capacity for ocean 

and climate change action under UNFCCC and where do we need to strengthen understanding, 

synergies and action to support national responses? 

2. What further actions are needed to mobilise resources / redirect finance to strengthen support 

for ocean and climate change action under the UNFCCC? How do we catalyse public/private 

engagement - and provide a model that can be represented and scaled across ecosystems and 

geographies? 

 

Moderator: Torsten Thiele, Founder, Global Ocean Trust 

Rapporteur: Karen Sack, President and CEO, Ocean Unite 

 

Torsten opened the session, briefly introduced himself and the Global Ocean Trust, and then set out the 

focus of the group.  

 

Panellists: 

Janine Felson, Ambassador, Belize 

• Need to address the knowledge gap towards better understanding of where to invest and track 

where funding is going; i.e. underinvesting in a sustainable ocean economy  

• Important for decision makers to have understanding of aquatic foods and make fisheries 

climate resilient 

• Climate investment vehicles should be central to support these efforts and there is room to 

grow the portfolio on ocean related climate activities and highlighted activities Belize are 

involved with  

• In summary, Ocean a solution in climate change, shift to climate resilient solutions and focus on 

aquatic foods  
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Angelique Pouponneau, Chief Executive Officer, SeyCCAT 

• Financing gap is a concern with regards to mobilising resources for ocean action and she 

highlighted a number of GCF related recommendations towards improvements but more can be 

done 

• Seychelles undertook debt for nature swap for nature conservation and issues a sovereign blue 

bond; these innovative tools have provided finance to enable key investments.  

• Negotiation room language and private sector language outside of the negotiations is different 

and suggest they should come closer together/start to speak a similar language  

 

Chip Cunliffe, Director, Sustainable Development at AXA XL 

o Private sector as an enabler to get finance to flow; all aware that not investing in nature 

could result in significant risk and looking to drive funding into NBS space. Lack of data to 

quantify risks for investments. Need to create enabling policy and a return on investment 

requirement. Highlighted the sustainable blue finance principles and the Ocean Risk and 

Resilience Alliance. Integrating ecosystems into risk models is hugely important.  

Opportunity to align global finance with conservation objectives. 

 

Keith Alger, Regional Manager, Green Climate Fund (GCF) 

o Open for proposals that bring resilience and low emissions to the ocean and coastal 

environment; they have some proposals but would like to have more. He highlighted 

examples of multi-country projects in the Western Indian Ocean; such as the Blue Action 

Fund which invests in local projects in the WIO. Currently GCF1 goes until end of 2023 and 

has a new strategy focus; see updates strategic programme of GCF – looking for 

programmes bringing together public and private sector. Those bringing together i.e. multi 

instrument, multi country are of particular interest.  

 

o It was then mentioned that there was an opportunity for feedback for viewers to provide 

input via Menti.com and the floor opened to active participants for interventions.  
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Raphael Goulet for EU – Synergies between UNFCCC and other initiatives needs to be strengthened. He 

highlighted the EU and member states commitments and investments. 

 

Chip Cunliffe gave an intervention – see adaptation as integral for risk to coastal populations and assets; 

integration of adaptation green and blue ways to adopt i.e. especially to flood hazard is critical. There is 

a real need to think about mechanisms we can utilise to do that.  

 

Ambassador Felson gave an intervention – private sector speaking of avoidance of risk and Return on 

Investment and in recipient country speaking about receiving investment and not just about avoidance 

of risk; she wants to see investment in good ambitious projects re adaptation; she is keen to hear ideas 

about that part. Sees importance of risk modelling; but there is a double edge sword or risk modelling 

for countries already exposed to climate risk; i.e. SIDS. How do we don’t become victims of risk 

modelling and where they get locked out of finance.  

 

Katy Irving, UK – leads on ocean dialogue for the COP26 presidency team – wanted to thank the 

panellists and agreed how knowledge sharing will be key to take the conversation forward and bridge 

gaps between negotiators and finance conversations.  

 

Torsten confirmed that the info from the dialogue will be made available.  

 

Miko Maekawa, OPRI, Sasakawa Peace Foundation – under UNFCCC active member of the ocean and 

coastal zones group under Marrakech partnership, welcomes this first dialogue and this dialogue should 

not be the last one. Re question 2 – OPRI proposed that a practical guide to ocean and climate financing 

should be developed which can inform UNFCCC; such guidelines should include a list of resources, 

procedures and ‘know hows’ for project formulation and implementation.  

 

Keith GCF – GCF will soon launch guidelines in 11 sectors but welcomes further guidelines as suggested 

by OPRI for specifically focusing on the oceans and welcomed contributors to annexes (How to guides) 

to their guidelines. Highlighted the Global Coral Reef Fund as a pending proposal. 

 

Torsten then shared the Menti screen and highlighted some of the comments/ideas on there.  
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Angelique SeyCCAt – responded to the suggestions and blended finance is what took her eye as this is 

something they are looking at the moment.   

 

Torsten highlighted that the Menti comment re Blue infrastructure finance is something which should 

be looked at  
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Short Videos were shown   

i. Mangrove protection (blue carbon), Conservation International  

ii. Portraits of Change: Mexico, by Environmental Defence Fund – video did not play 

 
7. PLENARY  

Moderator: Stella Gama, SBSTA Rapporteur 

Reports from discussion groups 

Group 3: Some underscored that many of the submission are important to integrate solutions. Explored 

options strengthening and understanding countries national responses NDCs and NAPS.  

 

Main themes: Finance is key - Ocean and climate are inextricably linked – Nature-based solutions 

 

Ocean and cryosphere should be part of UNFCCC discussion. CBD and UNFCCC should link. Need to 

promote higher ambition for NDCs. Climate finance must include finance for the ocean. Plans for 

mitigation and adaptation should be a high priority for each country. Important of marine spatial 

planning and renewable energy were all integrated and contribute to reducing emissions as a whole. 

Importance of indigenous people and knowledge and essential to address oceans and climate change. 

Suggested to create general roadmap to link climate and ocean and present at COP26 to get the ocean 

climate nexus recognised in the agenda of the UNFCCC COP. Need to ensure inclusion of finance of 

ocean action under climate action. Request to ensure UNFCCC includes periodic scientific reports on the 

ocean for decision making including during the global stocktake PA. Call for recurring ocean dialogue. 

Examples of countries including ocean NBS in their NDCs.   

 

Group 4: Have to break down silos and develop common language, build capacity and delivers finance 

to address biodiversity and climate crises. Climate investment must at least be biodiversity neutral and 

ideally biodiversity positive. Further action is needed at UNFFCCC and need to seek more synergies with 

other agencies. Need to overcome knowledge gaps and create coherent policies, e.g. linking food 

security and fisheries. Not investing in nature could create significant risk in the immediate term as well 

as the 2025 targets. NDCs are a strong way for countries to signal their interest in taking action and this 

could guide investors. GCF open for business for proposals re ocean and more are welcome, especially 

bringing together private and public sector.  

 



 

13 
 

Need for developed practical guide on ocean and climate financing available in climate and ocean 

governance space. Discussion noted that driving catalytic financing required both private and public 

sector to step up and needs a joined-up approach. Seychelles action to reduce pressure on nature and 

ORRA were highlighted. Recognised that there is a disconnect by private sector and UNFCCC negotiators 

and need to learn how to speak a common language such as towards helping to drive investment into 

blue infrastructure.  
 
 
8. PLENARY 

Moderator: Stella Gama, SBSTA Rapporteur 

Focus on expected outcomes from the dialogue and ways forward; brief outcomes of the two dialogues 

breakout groups were shared 
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It was highlighted that comments can still be provided for a while.  

Group 3 and 4 (preliminary results) 
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EU, Ulrik Lennart, have thoughts on further steps: EU see the dialogue as platform for further action. 

Have to look at continued action and engagement and ways that this can be facilitated. Recommend for 

the informal report from the SBSTA chair should capture how the existing activities of UNFCCC can be 

strengthened on the ocean component and recommend in a concrete way how synergies could be 

strengthened with other organisations beyond UNFCCC. More ambition to protect climate and the 

ocean should be the central motto. The report should be forwarded to the COP presidencies. And we 

just heard from the incoming COP6 presidency willing to take forward the outcome of this dialogue in 

the run up to COP26 which is very positive. Concur with all that need to be a space on the UNFCCC 

where the ocean and climate communities can interact; but should be done within the existing 

activities. Mainstreaming and strengthening what we have is the most effective way to have a better 

focus on the ocean-climate-biodiversity nexus. If the topic is isolated into a separate workstream that 

this would be a weaker option and once we have the report it is very much the responsibility of the COP 

presidencies with the Secretariat to ensure that what is suggested is implemented withing the 

scheduling of the UNFCC activities.  

 

Singapore – dialogue excellent start to consider ways forward. Consider convening high level event for 

SBSTA at COP for publicising critical important of addressing the ocean climate change mitigation and 

adaption; parties can show ocean related considerations in plans and projects. This could catalyse 

partnership amongst interested stakeholders to advance climate action on ocean matters. And could 

invite reps from other bodies as well as communities.  

 

Carol Turley, Plymouth Marine Laboratory – ocean and climate is linked but we shouldn’t forget that the 

land and ocean is also linked not just in weather and climate but also that the land produces a lot of 

pollution that flows to the ocean; solutions on land could help the ocean and reduce stressors and vice 

versa; i.e. seaweed when fed to cattle can reduce their methane production and such innovation needs 

to be looked out for. Some solutions lie in the ocean and can be applied on land and vice versa; we need 

to think across the whole of the dynamics of the Earth system.   

 
An infographic of the dialogue day two was shown by Hazel; part of which shown below. It will be 
posted onto the event website.  
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Wrap-up of Day 2, Stella Gama, SBSTA Rapporteur – The informal summary report by the SBSTA Chair 

will be available from the UNFCCC website when completed and the discussion will be left open for a 

month after the dialogue to have an opportunity for all to provide input. Ocean health is human health; 

we cannot waste more lives and time that we do not have. The ocean is our home, health, livelihood 

and lives and we need to work together to build forward.  
 


