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UN Climate Change Dialogues - Session: Ocean and Climate Change Dialogue to consider how to 

strengthen adaptation and mitigation action Day 1, December 2nd at 21.30- 00.30 CET 

Notetaker: Thecla Keizer, Plymouth Marine Laboratory  

 

Ocean and Climate Change Dialogue to consider how to strengthen 

adaptation and mitigation action 

The Conference of the Parties at COP 25, by its decision 1/CP.25 paragraph 31, requested the Chair 

of the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice (SBSTA) to convene at its fifty-second 

session (June 2020) a dialogue on the ocean and climate change to consider how to strengthen 

mitigation and adaptation action in this context. The COP also invited Parties and non-Party 

stakeholders to submit inputs via the submission portal by 31 March 2020 to inform the dialogue. 

The COP requested the Chair of the SBSTA to prepare an informal summary report on the dialogue. 

The dialogue will provide a space for Parties and non-Party stakeholders to discuss how to 

strengthen adaptation and mitigation action on ocean and climate change, drawing upon the 

knowledge and scientific findings from IPCC Special Report on the Ocean and Cryosphere in a 

Changing Climate and the submissions from Parties and non-Party stakeholders. 

Part 1 – 2nd of December  

FYI - The session has been recorded and can be viewed here:  https://un.thevirtual.show/agenda/3. 

The SBSTA Chair information note as well as supporting documentation can be found here: 

https://unfccc.int/event/ocean-and-climate-change-dialogue-to-consider-how-to-strengthen-

adaptation-and-mitigation-action 

1. HIGH-LEVEL OPENING 

Introductory remarks by Stella Gamma, SBSTA Rapporteur who will be chairing the opening session 

on behalf of the SBSTA Chair.  

Both land and ocean provide the basis for human life and we rely on the natural world for multiple 

ecosystem services. According to the IPCC SRCCL and SROCC reports the land and ocean are already 

undergoing human pressures and climate change (CC) adds to these pressures. The dialogue on the 

relationship between land and CC adaptation related matters was held 30 Nov to 1 Dec and 

highlighted the need towards enhancing natural resilience to increase ambition in land management 

and CC adaptation. With regards to oceans, it is no exaggeration to say everyone on this land 

depends directly or indirectly on the ocean; the ocean plays a central role in regulating the Earth’s 

climate and is the source of all life on Earth. Each day we are reminded of the impacts of CC on the 

ocean and the importance of the ocean in our fights against CC. In 2020 people around the world 

have had to face increasing CC impacts whilst at the same time coping with the COVID19 pandemic. 

The Earth Information day held two days ago highlighted the state of the climate in 2020. Increasing 

carbon dioxide in the ocean is causing change such as ocean acidification and deoxygenation with 

severe impact on life in the ocean. Ice melt continues and alongside increased ocean heat leading to 

continued sea level rise and strengthened tropical storms. Highlighted the recent report by the high 

level panel for a Sustainable Ocean Economy; ocean could close emission gap by 21% and increasing 

https://un.thevirtual.show/agenda/3
https://unfccc.int/event/ocean-and-climate-change-dialogue-to-consider-how-to-strengthen-adaptation-and-mitigation-action
https://unfccc.int/event/ocean-and-climate-change-dialogue-to-consider-how-to-strengthen-adaptation-and-mitigation-action
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awareness for action for protecting marine systems and the need for action is being recognized. 

Ongoing action was also highlighted recently during the Race to Zero Dialogues the Oceans and 

Costal Zones event (12/11) had 40 000 people attending live.  

We must urgently address CC to minimise further consequences. SBSTA Chair is convening this 

dialogue in response to request from COP25 and the UNFCCC Secretariat  requested inputs for the 

dialogues and expressed gratitude to those who made the 47 submissions as well as for good 

representations of views from the submissions (19 from parties, 3 UN organizations, 17 admitted 

NGOs, 2 admitted intergovernmental organisations, 6 non-admitted entities). 

Statements from 

• His Excellency Andrés Allamand, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Chile 

o Statement through video 

o First time that we have such an official event under the UNFCCC with parties and 

observers exchanging views on the ocean. Chile is a consistent advocate of how the 

ocean is a central piece for success for the Paris Agreement (PA). Ocean included in 

the Chile NDC with ambitious commitments for both mitigation and adaptation and 

Chile is looking to motivate other countries to include ocean in their NDCs. Looking 

for this dialogue certainly not to be the last and become a constant line of work 

under the convention.  The Ocean Dialogue is a crucial first step and looking at 

COP26 to continue this focus on the ocean in an NDC context. 

 

• His Excellency Laurent Anselmi, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, Monaco 

o Statement through video and in French 

o Dialogue supported by HSH Prince Albert II; he highlighted the Because the Ocean 

initiative and the Ocean and Climate Platform. Monaco looking to be carbon neutral 

by 2050 which will be reflected in their NDCs. Need to prepare solid 

recommendations for COP26 and he thanked those who prepared proposals for the 

dialogue. 

 

• Rt Hon Lord Zac Goldsmith, Minister for Pacific and the Environment, UK 

o Statement through video 

o Mentioned UK placing ocean at the heart of COP26. Highlighted the upcoming 

Climate Ambition Summit; critical to success of COP26 will be an increased focus on 

the role of nature. Through COP26 presidency UK is looking to greatly increase 

public and private finance for nature and looking to ‘ramp up’ global ambition. 

Committed to amplify SIDS voices.     

 

• His Excellency Peter Thomson, UN Secretary-General's Special Envoy for the Ocean 

o Live statement 

o Climate change and ocean change are inextricably linked; no healthy planet without 

a healthy ocean global; demand for action to reverse the decline of the ocean. 

Ocean place needs to be front and centre in addressing biodiversity loss and the 

climate crisis. Everything is connected; no more silo thinking. The ocean can hugely 

advance climate change mitigation efforts. High Level Panel for a Sustainable Ocean 
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Economy vision of transformations for priority action report highlighted and may, 

between now and COP26, every nation consider these findings closely and thereby 

determine how they may double down on the ocean climate contributions under 

the PA.  

 

• Ms. Patricia Espinosa, UNFCCC Executive Secretary 

o Statement through video 

o Ocean at crossroads of all the major challenges we face today. It will remain a critical 

cornerstone of the sustainable world we are trying to build. Referred to the IPCC 

SROCC findings. Critical opportunity in run up to COP26 for countries to include 

much more ambitious ocean mitigation and adaption in their NDCs. This dialogue 

will help lead in that direction.  

 

2. KEYNOTES 

• Moderator: Stella Gama, SBSTA Rapporteur 

1. Rich scientific knowledge base to help increase understand and awareness of the 

ocean climate nexus and the need of action. In addition to IPCC SROCC references 

were made in submissions to the IPCC Special report 1.5 degrees and IPBES and the 

World Ocean Assessments. 

2. Urgent need to reduce GHG emissions and limit impact on ocean and cryosphere 

and livelihoods depending on them. 

3. Ocean and climate change are already addresses in a range of activities and agenda 

items under the UNFCCC and the wider UN dialogues. Dialogues like this are vital to 

provide the space to understand these activities and to explore how to further 

actions and synergies; to improve.  

4. Ocean is space for solutions. Decision making for ocean planning must consider 

climate change. Finance etc is being mobilized but more is needed.   

SBSTA Chair will develop a summary report from the dialogue and the discussion will be left open for 

a few weeks after the dialogue to have an opportunity to provide input in to sessions for those 

delegates who could not attend and SBSTA hope that this is acceptable and will ask the Secretariat 

to set this up. 

 

• Key messages from the IPCC Special Report on the Ocean and Cryosphere in a Changing 

Climate (SROCC) (15min) - Hans-Otto Pörtner and Elvira Poloczanska, IPCC 

o AR6 cycle has already seen the publication of three special reports; all reports touch 

to some extend on the ocean and ocean issues. In SROCC not only looked at ocean 

impacts but also emphasized solutions which the ocean can provide and contribute 

in the context of climate change. Considered climate risks to the ocean and the 

planet in considering solutions. In assessing risk looking not only at the climate 

variable hazard but also looking at the exposure of the vulnerable system dealing 



 

4 
 

with. Gave sea level rise as an example on how you could reduce a hazard, exposure 

and vulnerability. An active area of research is how do we identify limits to 

adaptation and how much climate change can we allow and how much mitigation do 

we need for adaptation to be successful. Hans then handed over to Elvira.   

o SROCC provides evidence that ocean warming together with other changes and 

ocean physics and chemistry are affecting marine life; from physiological levels up to 

ecosystem levels. Shared findings of two scenarios and projections in changes of 

biodiversity patterns:  

 

o If we focus on warm water coral reefs then a key conclusion from the SR1.5 report is 

that vulnerability for tropical corals to CC is higher than indicated in the 5th AR. 

SROCC and SR1.5 highlighted that the majority of warm water coral reefs that exist 

today some 70-90% will disappear if warming is constraint at 1.5oC and will be much 

higher if above the 1.5oC. Passed to Hans 

o Use diagrams to compare levels of risks; showed the below:  
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o Even with ambitious climate mitigation and keeping global warming to 1.5oC. there 

is a high to very high risk for the warm water corals and very high risk at 2oC. When 

looking at other ecosystems in the ocean the risk transition occurs at higher 

temperatures.  

o Highlighted economic consequences from changes; slide below; such as maximum 

fisheries catch potential is declining already under moderate warming in the low 

latitudes and some increase in the high latitudes.   
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o The problem is that people with the highest exposure and vulnerability are often 

those with the lowest capacity for adaptation.  

o The climate drivers in the ocean are sea surface temperature, ocean acidification 

and ocean oxygen decline 

 

o A new insight of SROCC was that we are not only concerned about shelf oceans and 

coastal areas and the open ocean at the surface but we also need to be concerned 

be about the changes (acidification, warming and hypoxia) in the deep ocean.  

o Elvira: SROCC presents an assessment of marine risk reduction responses based on 

natural processes. Focused on one response - enhanced weathering - as example 

before then showing 9 marine risk responses that have been considered. Responses 

can be more effective when bringing the diversity of voices. 
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o Negative impacts of CC on ecosystem services translate to negative impacts on the 

SDGs and this highlighted the need for urgency.  

o Hans; highlighted choices we have re sea level rise, namely between 1mtr of sea 

level rise or several metres; keeping to the PA would keep us closer to 1 metre sea 

level rise.  

 

o Ocean solutions can play a role in the context of mitigation and adaptation efforts 

but the ocean can’t do it all, but emission reduction will improve the capacity of the 

ocean in this.  
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o In summary from the three reports:  

 

 

• The science we need for strengthening action on adaptation and mitigation (10min) - 

Vladimir Ryabinin, Executive Secretary, IOC 

o Move forward with the science as well as the climate action and he devoted his talk 

to Biliana Cicin-Sain who recently passed away. 
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o Acknowledged political actions but how difficult is the task? Addressing CC is equally 

as important as addressing ocean health and they have to come together.  

o Highlighted DOSI Climate Working group analysis of Ocean and Climate Change 

dialogue submissions.  

 

o Moving towards management of the ocean approach he highlighted that we cannot 

manage the ocean if we cannot measure it with improvements taking place, i.e. 

ARGO Float, but more is required. Need to improve capacity building. Science is 

quite mature but this needs to move forward towards solutions. The UN Decade on 

Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (UNDOS) will help to do so.   
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o Highlighted the UNDOS challenges and the first call launched for the UNDOS:  
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Will organise a global stakeholder forum and ocean decade alliance.  

 

 

3. STRENGTHENING EXISTING PROCESSES AND PROCESS SUPPORT FOR ACTION ON ADAPTATION 

AND MITIGATION 

Discussion Group 1: Strengthening action under the UNFCCC 

As described in the information note, the ocean is considered in some activities and agenda items 

under the UNFCCC. This discussion group will explore options and opportunities to strengthen 

understanding of, and synergies across, existing ocean-related work of UNFCCC workstreams, 

instruments, and constituted bodies. This must be done based on the best available science, 

recognizing that the ocean must be considered in all aspects of CC action. 

Guiding Questions 

1. Where are the current opportunities on ocean-climate action and where do we need to 

strengthen understanding, synergies and action under the UNFCCC? 

2. What further actions under the UNFCCC are needed to address the gaps and link together 

and strengthen action on ocean and climate change? 

 

• Moderator: Helen Ågren, Ambassador for the Ocean at the Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs 

o Shared a slide on the ocean under UNFCCC (available in section 1C in the SBSTA Chair 

information note) 

o Highlighted High Level Panel for Sustainable Ocean Economy report launched today and 

also other reports and practical advice on with measures which could be included in 

NDCs and adaptation plans.  
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• Rapporteur: Lisa Schindler-Murray, Senior Manager, Policy & Partnerships at Rare (and Co-Chair 

Nairobi Work Programme expert group on oceans and coastal zone) 

 

Panellists: 

• Carlos Fuller, AOSIS Chair 

o Referred to reports including the just launched WMO 2020 State of the climate 

report noted ocean role and changes. 

o There are spaces for action for the ocean under UNFCCC but need to break down 

the silos, raise the importance of scientific agenda items, and increase support 

between the science and workstreams and further examples and recommendations 

were given.  

o Consider how all of them can integrate ocean into their work and report back to the 

COP and SBSTA to see how we can consider/reconvene another Ocean and Climate 

Change dialogue and propose further action 

• Miss Julie Amerosi Gabin (on behalf of Choi Yeeting), Least Developed Countries (LDCs) 

Expert Group 

o Oversees formulation of NAPs (National Adaptation Plans); annual progress report 

gives full details on what is going on with NAPs  

o 1. Data on ocean processes - are often inaccessible to national planners especially in 

the LDCs; there is a need to turn these data into actionable intelligence 

o 2. There is limited technical capacity to analyse future climate individually; potential 

to take a regional approach to such analysis.  

o 3. LEG is promoting full elaboration of such systems across national boundaries if 

necessary 



 

13 
 

• Fiona Gilbert, Standing Committee on Finance (SCF) 

o Is a platform for a wide range of stakeholders to discuss topics of interest on climate 

finance; she highlighted the role of the SCF and how next year a forum will focus on 

financing for nature-based solutions 

o Some lessons learned concern the value of moving in groups together, through 

mainstreaming and so on  

o SCF open to exploring how to improve collaboration 

• Loreley Picourt, Ocean & Climate Platform and Nairobi Work Programme (NWP) expert 

group on oceans and coastal zones 

o Set of collaborative actions to find synergies to strengthen and address ocean 

adaptation needs under UNFCCC; one action is the development a policy brief on 

considerations needed to formulate high quality proposals to the Green Climate 

Fund and example of existing efforts under UNFCCC. NWP will report progress to 

SBSTA52.  

o The NWP WG could expand its work and continue to link existing UNFCCC initiatives 

to promote coherence and effective party engagement needed to build resilience of 

the ocean and its ecosystems.  

o NWP WG committed to working on the agreed set of actions through 2021 and 

continue to meet every year to ensure the group will stay relevant. 

Helen suggested useful to keep up a space for gathering dialogue relevant information for the ocean 

and climate nexus and there was an opportunity to add suggestions for all in the chat through 

MENTI; screen share snapshot below.  
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Interventions:  

• Steven Inus, Technical Expert Committee 

o Had difficulty hearing/understanding  

o Gave update on actions of the TEC 

• Carol Turley, Plymouth Marine Laboratory 

o Recommends UNFCCC include scientific measurements of ocean change in the 

Global Stocktake; would enable the UNFCCC to check if we are on track to prevent 

dangerous anthropogenic interference in the whole “climate system” as outlined in 

Article 2 of the Convention. For example, adoption of the World Meteorological 

Organization Global Climate Indicators in the Global Stocktake would help to 

support and inform the UNFCCC; of seven WMO Global Climate Indicators there are 

four specifically relevant to the ocean (ocean heat content, ocean acidification, sea 

level, and sea ice extent). Offers an important avenue to potentially strengthen 

ocean mitigation and adaptation actions in the context of the overall progress made 

under the PA. This received much support from others in the chat box 

• Ulrik Lennart, EU: 

o Addressing ocean and climate nexus is of vital importance to the EU and highlighted 

crucial importance of raising ambition.  

o EU sees having ambitious update of the NDCs and having the communication of 

ambitious long-term strategies as most important issue 

o At EU discussing at highest political level update of the NDC on basis of a proposal to 

have at least 55% reductions by 2030 and hope to be able to communicate an 

updated NDC by end of 2020 

o EU has submitted comprehensive submission earlier his year and see many 

opportunities re the UNFCCC question and acknowledged good overview in the 

SBSTA Chair report. EU suggested making use of all activities as an approach where 

you try to strengthen existing activities and make a difference. He mentioned a few 

of examples of the activities. 
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• Le-Anne Roper, Executive Committee of the Warsaw International Mechanism for Loss and 

Damage 

o Have expert groups with relevance to oceans 

o Journal on slow onset events will be published with Elsevier later 

o Welcome collaborations  

 

• Patrick Spacer, Canada 

o SBSTA Chair information note for dialogue provides outline for how ocean issues are 

being integrated and scope to build further on this work and he gave some 

examples. Need to elevate scientific items under the discussions. 

 

• Rosana Garay, Chile 

o Regarding current opportunities - importance of this dialogue to contribute to the 

development of ambitious climate policies at the national and local level.  

o Encourage SBSTA and other work streams to consider summary of the dialogue as a 

cross cutting subject 

o Chile of view that this dialogue is crucial as a first step but not enough; request a 

follow up dialogue to formally present results at COP26 

o Ocean task force should be created to give continuity to inform future steps and 

mandates 

o Outcomes of the dialogue should be available in a clear manner to all parties  

 

• Garrett Hulse, New Zealand 

o Need to make sure we don’t lose sight of work of other UN bodies, such as UNCLOS 

o Ensure we have ambitions NDCs to lower GHG in the atmosphere and UNFCCC and 

support PML suggestion re the global stocktake 

o Need to strengthen current ongoing work  

 

All information provided will be included in the SBSTA Chair summary report 

 

Discussion Group 2: Stengthening action across the UN – This was attended by SIWI and their report 

is available on this RONGO website 

A large number of UN entities are working at the ocean/climate change/biodiversity nexus, as 

described in the information note. This discussion group will explore options and opportunities for 

strengthening understanding of, and synergies between, UNFCCC and the wider UN system’s support 

for action on ocean and climate change. The discussion could also include how to link together 

national action to optimize responses to different multilateral agreements. 

 

Guiding Questions 
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1. Where are the current opportunities on ocean-climate action and where do we need to 

strengthen understanding, synergies and action under the UN? 

2. What further actions are needed to address the gaps and link together and strengthen action 

on ocean and climate change? 

 

Moderator: Minna Epps, Director, Global Marine and Polar Programme, IUCN 

Rapporteur: Pauli Merriman, Policy Manager Oceans, WWF International 

Panellists: 

• Alice Hicuburundi, Senior Legal Officer Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, UN 

• Joseph Appiott, Marine, Coastal and Island Biodiversity, CBD 

• Manuel Barange, Director Fisheries and Aquaculture Policy and Resources Division, FAO 

• Fredrik Haag, Head, Office for the London Convention/Protocol and Ocean Affairs, IMO 

 

Short Video – The Olympic Coast as a Sentinel, NOAA and Washington Sea Grant 

4. PLENARY 

Moderator: Stella Gama, SBSTA Rapporteur 

Reports from breakout groups 

1. Rapporteur: clear from discussion that parties and non-parties looking for further and 

stronger integration of the ocean elements within the UNFCCC; many requested a follow up 

dialogues at the COP26; the role of UNFCCC is critical and also need to take into account role 

of other actors and institutions. Within session specific examples of strengthening 

integration under UNFCCC starting with procedural elements and inviting bodies to consider 

how dialogue elements could be reported in their own reports to COP to propose further 

actions within those bodies; including such as WEM which provided their latest report which 

included coastal areas. Lastly on procedural side request for the informal summary report at 

the end of this dialogue to have outcome in user friendly manner. Some overarching themes 

included need to strengthen coordination action and break the silos; gave some examples. 

Discussion on need to integrate oceans in a way that we are assessing goals set out by Paris 

Agreement; i.e. consensus by many parties on inputs for global stocktake and need to 

include the WMO indicators in the global stocktake as a potential input going forward. Need 

to track progress and seek further guidance from parties and gave examples. Referred to the 

Menti responses in the session and how this showed 2 key themes – finance and nature-

based solutions.  

  

2. Rapporteur: Adaption and mitigation measures for ocean systems should be aligned with 

ongoing actions and measures under other multi-lateral agreements; gave examples. Need 

to better enhance and coordinate efforts and pool resources and experiences to maximise 

mitigation and adaption efforts. UN Oceans offer mechanism for coordination and have 
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ability to provide such a platform. CBD opportunity to build upon synergies. Focus on 

reciprocal mainstreaming across conventions to build bridges and enhance cohesion also at 

the national level and demonstrate the benefits of doing so (NBS was given as an example of 

doing so). Heard from FAO and IMO. Opportunities for strengthening collaborations via 

regional seas conventions and UNDOS were mentioned. Cross-sectoral capacity building; 

growing number of states that have developed ocean policy and UN Ocean member could 

perhaps contribute in capacity building. Interventions highlighted work of other fora and 

panels.  

 

Wrap-up of Day 1 which included a visual summary by Hazel of the discussion. 

 


