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Tracy Bach, Co-Focal Point and Steering Committee Member, RINGO : 

Thank you for convening this Open Dialogue, which provides a platform for civil society and Parties to 

work together to promote climate action.  A central feature of the Dialogue’s mandate enables NGO 

constituencies to set the Open Dialogue’s agenda and  programming jointly with Parties. Given the goal 

of maintaining our momentum post-Paris, COP26’s focus on increasing NDC ambition, and the global 

impacts of COVID,  we have aptly chosen to discuss today  how to facilitate ambition within a green 

recovery. This Dialogue shows the role of constituencies, observer organizations, and civil society in the 

vital work of increasing countries’ mitigation, adaptation, finance, capacity building, and technology 

development and transfer contributions in their NDCs while responding to the pandemic by 

transitioning to a green economy.  

Marilyn Averill, Steering Committee Member, RINGO: 

As you know, the Research and Independent Non-governmental organizations, or RINGOs, represent the 

community engaged in conducting research and sharing knowledge about all aspects of climate change.  

We engage with climate issues in many roles, including as educators, researchers, evaluators, 

facilitators, consultants, and problem solvers.  Raising ambition is often a by-product of our varied work, 

but usually not the main focus.  We are more involved in collecting, applying, and disseminating 

knowledge useful for understanding climate change and its impacts, as well as for designing design 

mitigation and adaptation actions, and ensuring that climate impacts are considered as governments 

and communities develop policies and programs for a green recovery. 

So when RINGO answers the Open Diaologue’s questions of how our members collaborate to increase 

ambition within a green recovery and the concrete ways green recovery can boost NDC ambition, we 

look at examples of the work currently being done by RINGO organizations.  For example, the Stockholm 

Environment Institute’s recent publication on the intersection of the European Green Deal and the 

European COVID-19 recovery fund, and the Center for Climate and Energy Solutions’ more global 

overview already, discuss the visions and strategies for a green recovery.  Many of our members are 

engaged with university groups such as UC3, LUCCC, and IUCA that are bringing people together to 

engage in community planning, reduce institutional footprints, and build capacities through 

cooperation. 

Tracy: 

RINGO stands for evidence-based policymaking and good process. One of the challenges with planning 

for a green recovery is ensuring that all affected stakeholders have a place at the table, where they can 

share the knowledge they have about their communities and the problems they face, and provide input 

into proposed plans for recovery.  Stakeholder engagement in NDC revision improves the chance for a 

green recovery that makes the most of this “once in a lifetime opportunity,” as Nicole called it.  This 

Open Dialogue is a good kick-start to stakeholder engagement.  RINGO commits to doing our part in 

working with the UK COP26 Presidency, continuing our work with Nick and his team, Mia and her team, 

and the COP26 university network. We aim to support a successful outcome at COP26. 

 



Resources 

Center for Climate and Energy Solutions (C2ES) 

Green recovery can get the world on track to Paris, https://www.c2es.org/2020/05/green-recovery-can-

get-the-world-on-track-to-paris/ 

RESTORING THE ECONOMY WITH CLIMATE SOLUTIONS (Recommendation to US Congress), 

https://www.c2es.org/site/assets/uploads/2020/05/Restoring-the-Economy-With-Climate-Solutions.pdf 

Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI) 

The combination of COVID-19 and the delay of COP26 has an impact on climate ambition, 

https://www.sei.org/featured/covid-19-and-delay-of-cop26-has-an-impact-on-ndcs/ 

Key issues for a sustainable COVID-19 recovery, https://www.sei.org/perspectives/sustainable-covid-19-

recovery/ 

 

Collaborative Research Organizations 

International Universities Climate Alliance (IUCA): https://www.universitiesforclimate.org/ 

Least Developed Countries Universities Consortium on Climate Change (LUCCC) 

http://www.luccc.org/; 

University Climate Change Coalition (UC3): https://secondnature.org/initiative/uc3-coalition/ 
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