
UN Climate Dialogues 2020  
 

Date and time: December 2nd at 21.30- 24.30 CET 

Session: Ocean and Climate Change Dialogue to consider how to strengthen adaptation and 

mitigation action Day 1  

Notetaker: Kristina Johansson, Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI)  

 

Moderator: Stella Gama, SBSTA Rapporteur  

We rely on the natural world for fresh air, clean water etc. IPCC report show that the oceans are 

undergoing human pressure, and climate change adds to this pressure. Sessions on climate change 

and land took place on 30 Nov to 1 Dec that highlighted enhanced natural resilience to increase 

ambition in climate change and land adaptation. In regard to oceans, everyone on land depends on 

the world’s oceans. Source of all life on Earth. People around the world has faced increased climate 

change impact and Covid-19 pandemic. Climate change contributes to increased acidification. Ice 

melt continuously, increased ocean heat and strengthened tropical storms and sea level rise as 

consequences. Awareness about protecting marine systems. Need for action is being recognized.  

We need to utilize the ocean without sacrificing its health. During the Race to Zero Dialogues the 

Oceans and Costal Zones event had 40 000 people attending. SBSTA is holding this dialogue in 

response to request. Input to the dialogue was requested from different stakeholders and 

organisations, got 47 submission in total (19 from parties, 3 UN org, 19 NGOs, 2 admitted 

intergovernmental organisations, 6 non-admitted entities).  

Please see Information note by the SBSTA Chair for summary of submissions.  

 

HIGH-LEVEL OPENING  

Statements from  

His Excellency Andrés Allamand, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Chile  

First time we have this kind of dialogue. Oceans absorb almost one third of all CO2 emissions. Chile 

has begun to advocate the ocean is an important response to climate change, central to Paris 

Agreement. At COP21 Chile partnered to “the ocean declaration” to bring oceans into the climate 

change discussion. Still a lot of work to do. As COP25 presidency, oceans as a priority, global climate 

regulator. For Chile, the ocean is part of our identity. 43% protected areas. Includes oceans 

component in both mitigation and adaptation. Advocate for robust components in NDCs. Must take 

local perspectives into account. Protecting societies that depend on oceans, including indigenous 

peoples.  

Count on Chile to contribute to this important debate.  

His Excellency Laurent Anselmi, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, Monaco  

(The intervention was in French)  

Rt Hon Lord Zac Goldsmith, Minister for Pacific and the Environment, UK  

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/OD_InformationNote.pdf


Share our ambitions. Climate change and ocean change is interlinked. Oceans been our ally but can’t 

do this indefinitely, we need to take care of the oceans. Less able to adapt or help humans to adapt 

to climate change. We all depend on it. Over 1 billion people depend on fish for their survival. 

Leaders from across the world will present NDCs and new adaptation plans. 40 000 people watched 

the Race to Zero Oceans and Costal Zones event- very happy to hear that. UN GA and 50 

organisations signed up for an ambition leader pledge, UK lead author- please do sign up. Need to 

ramp up global ambition.  

His Excellency Peter Thomson, UN Secretary-General's Special Envoy for the Ocean  

Climate change and oceans are inextricably linked. Have a mantra that “no healthy planet without a 

healthy ocean”. Need actions that go beyond usual rhetoric. Overcoming challenges requires oceans 

to be placed in front and in centre. Oceans role in regulating emissions is critical. We are all part of 

overcome the challenges. António Guterres said: today humanity has been in war with nature, and 

time has come to make peace with nature. Everything is connected. One health world. Lesson 

learned through the pandemic. Vision of transformation- oceans can contribute to 1/5 of emission 

reduction needed.   

Ms. Patricia Espinosa, UNFCCC Executive Secretary 

The Oceans sits at the crossroads of the major challenges we face today. It will remain a critical 

cornerstone, IPCC Special Report on the Ocean and Cryosphere states that impacts of climate change 

has challenged countries to respond. Low laying land has lowest capacity to take action. 2 key 

actions: must develop ambition plan to reduce emission and mitigate to ensure ocean health, 2 

adaptation plans for the risks to come. Both require collaboration. Bring as many voices as possible, 

practice inclusive multilateralism. Including indigenous peoples.  

Education and climate literacy. Information and knowledge sharing. Financing. Institutional support. 

All central parts of the climate equation. Much more ocean related mitigation is needed in NDCs. 

Protecting and restoring ocean areas.   

 

KEYNOTES (DAY 1)  

Moderator: Stella Gama, SBSTA Rapporteur  

We have a rich knowledge base for understanding the climate nexus and the need for action. In 

addition to IPCC special report, references were made to IPCC special report on 1.5 degrees. IPBES 

also increase knowledge of wide range of bodies of stakeholders. Urgent need to reduce green 

house gas emissions. Reduce impacts and risks to ecosystems and livelihoods. Ocean and climate 

change are already addressed in a range of activities and agenda items, in UNFCCC and wider 

frameworks. Understand these activities and how to further enhance actions and synergies.  

Oceans a space for solutions, where actions can be strengthened. Some parties do present ocean-

based solutions to achieve the goals of Paris Agreement and in adaptation plans. Have these 

discussions on what we want to achieve. Impossible to address all issues in those 5 hours we have 

during these Climate Dialogues Oceans dialogues, hence we have breakout sessions.  

Ask the secretariat to have a transparent dialogue, to allow us to provide input to the sessions 

during coming two weeks so that people that cannot attend today, can provide input afterwards (a 

recording will be available online for those who cannot participate at this moment).  



Key messages from the IPCC Special report on the ocean and cryosphere in a changing climate. 

Hans-Otto Pörtner and Elvira Poloczanska, IPCC  

IPCC providing guidelines and should guide ambition in mitigation and adaptation. All three reports 

touch to some extent ocean issues, reinforcing each other. In Ocean report, emphasize the solutions 

that oceans can provide, but also climate risks. The report looks at the system’s properties and what 

can be the impacts. How can we reduce vulnerability, reduce exposure and reduce hazards? Actions 

to reduce those aspects. Also identify limits to adaptation. 

Vulnerability is set by its physics, the ocean physics.  

Projected changes: 

 

Across local invasions, result of homogenisation. The blue band you see in the picture is the strong 

decline in biodiversity as temperatures increase.  

If we focus on one of the systems, Warm Water Coral Reefs. In IPCC 1.5 report: higher than indicated 

in 5th report, new evidence coming in. High risk losing 70-90% if warming is 1.5 degrees. Losses may 

be as large as 99% at 2 degrees. Coral reefs provide habitat, livelihoods etc. to millions around the 

globe.  

How analyse this in our risk assessment? Use diagrams to assess the risks:  



  

 

Risk assessment also indications leading to projections on economic consequences. Consequences 

for food security and livelihoods. People with highest exposure are also those with lowest capacity 

for adaptation.  

Climate drivers in the oceans, acidification, and oxygen decline. Some areas are specially affected, 

due to eutrophication for example. Not only concerned about coastal areas and open areas, but also 

deep-sea areas. Decline in productivity, in food, smaller body sizes and decline in overall ocean 

services. What can we do about this?  

 

Benefits and constraints: 

 

 



9 marine risk reduction responses that are being considered: actions such as conservation and 

restoration (through reduction of pollutant for example), risk reduction responses (local responses 

can contribute to local mitigation responses, but also at global level), need portfolio of measures. 

Governments are important, and actions at local and national level in global responses. Local context 

and local knowledge, diversity of voices is critical.  

SDG 14 is directly relevant for oceans, but ocean ecosystem relevant for all SDGs. The assessment 

indicated the negative impact on oceans – signals the urgency.  

Sea level rise- expansion of water due to warming, ice melt in polar areas etc.  Vulnerability for sea 

level rise is very different depending on place, that also have different resources for adaptation. 

Oceans solution can play a role in mitigation and adaptation, but ocean cannot do it all. Blue carbon 

ecosystems in current context have about 0.5% annual emission uptake.   

Every bit of warming counts. Each year matters.  

The science we need for strengthening action on adaptation and mitigation 

Vladimir Ryabinin, Executive Secretary, IOC 

The science we need, oceans science and climate change science. Now ocean is storing more than 

90% of heat, only know that due to design of satellites and science. Have mentioning of oceans in 

Paris Agreement also had the sign up of the 2030 Agenda, SDG 14. Great political success and good 

intention, but how difficult is the task? Humankind is running out of time. Systems are transformed 

and crisis in ocean health. Cannot be treated separately, climate change is equally important as 

ocean health. Do society involved in climate change see the value of oceans? Did an analysis on 

submission. Focus of the climate debate is on healthy ecosystems, very positive. Need to deliver 

good strategy. Consensus is emerging, that future oceans is a managed ocean (ocean management), 

but you cannot manage if you do not have data. The relevance of ocean science and knowledge, 

everyone need to be able to access it. Science we have currently is mature to diagnose the problem, 

now we need to strengthen science about solutions and effective actions.  

Ocean decade challenges:  

 



Red squares show adaptation actions.  

Suggestion: Continue science to move forward, continue co-design of science. Discuss together and 

move forward in a common effort towards solutions and common goal.  

 

STRENGTHENING EXISTING PROCESSES AND PROCESS SUPPORT FOR ACTION ON ADAPTATION 

AND MITIGATION 

Discussion Group 2: Strengthening action across the UN 

Moderator: Minna Epps, Director, Global Marine and Polar Programme, IUCN  

Rapporteur: Pauli Merriman, Policy Manager Oceans, WWF International 

The need to strengthen links to global biodiversity framework, SDGs, FAO’s programmes, regional 

seas programmes, Marine Biodiversity of Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ) conference. To 

bear in mind, not only focus on this but how national actions can optimize responses.   

Guiding Questions for the discussion: 

1. Where are the current opportunities on ocean-climate action and where do we need to 

strengthen understanding, synergies and action under the UN?  

2. What further actions are needed to address the gaps and link together and strengthen action on 

ocean and climate change? 

Panellists: (3 min brief reflections to motivate discussion)   

- Alice Hicuburundi, Senior Legal Officer Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, UN  

29 members of UN-Oceans, together deliver a statement. Never been more urgent to work together 

and to work on climate change impacts on oceans. Focus on communities that relies on oceans. 

Coordinate and pool resources to maximise to successful mitigation and adaptation. Convening of 

dialogues to address these challenges. Release the WMO contribution from several members of UN- 

Oceans. UN-Oceans, Oceans conference in 2017 made link between oceans and climate change. 

View to identify synergies and areas of collaboration. Committed to deliver as one.  

- Joseph Appiott, Marine, Coastal and Island Biodiversity, CBD  

As we seen from the diverse panel, reflect the complexity of how we use and value oceans. With 

specialisation comes risk of duplication and confusion, need to find how we collaborate. Many 

cannot report on all processes. CBD 196 states biodiversity targets, not one target has been fully 

achieved by 2020. Not seeing the implementation that is needed. Not sufficient action. CBD parties 

now negotiating CBD framework, COP26 next year- new set of targets. Present major opportunity to 

utilise strengths and enhance collective ambitions. Broad range of stakeholders that can feel 

ownership of this and that are crucial for the achievement.    

- Manuel Barange, Director Fisheries and Aquaculture Policy and Resources Division, FAO  

From adaptation perspective. Long term adaptation goal that doesn’t thereat food productivity. 

Oceans big part of our food basket. Editable food could increase due to policy shifts. Nutritionist 

reminds us of the importance of aquatic food in healthy diets. Climate change is already affecting 

the productivity, require flexible and dynamic responses. FAO implementing adaptation programs all 



over the world, livelihood opportunities, reducing risks through early warning systems. Not only help 

Paris Agreement, but also sustainable use of oceans and seas. Adequate management is the best 

management. We are not separate from nature, living with an ecological system and we must 

embrace that to find sustainable solutions.  

- Fredrik Haag, Head, Office for the London Convention/Protocol and Ocean Affairs, IMO 

Shipping is one of the biggest users of the oceans. In this context, remember not only representing 

international shipping, but also preventing pollution and dumping. IMO works closely with other UN 

entities. Regulatory framework not only set specific standards but play a role in driving ocean action. 

Improved short term to reduce carbon intensity, uptake of new tech will be necessary for increased 

action. For shipping, capacity building is critical and tech knowledge. Harnessing opportunities in 

current standards and frameworks, can ensure no one is left behind.  

Mentimeter 

Discussion:  

UNEP: Recognise the importance of coastal areas and oceans, help us adapt. Highlight NBS in NDCs, 

UNEP very ready to support countries to develop this in their NDCs. UN Decade on Ecosystem 

Restoration also provide opportunity to discuss mitigation and adaptation.  

Rep from Indonesia: Ocean climate nexus also greater framework of SDGs. Upcoming decade of 

ocean science should drive forward climate action. Ocean sciences utilised. To coordinate with other 

UN processes, to identify gaps and opportunities. Crucial to cooperate outside UN, High level Panel 

on Oceans.  

Climate ambassador Denmark, rep EU: The current pandemic made the links between ecosystems 

and health clear. Every actor needs to double down on action. Effective multilateral regime is crucial 

for collective action. Taking initiatives: Denmark and EU in favour ambitions under CBD, 30 by 30. 

Post 2030 reflect these targets. Internationally, BBNJ, establishment of tools and contribute to 

marine protection targets. Marine protected areas, agreement to conserve areas in the Arctic. 

Strengthen livelihoods for communities. How to bring communities together for action? Should 

foster cooperation with other international organisations to foster more action and ambition.  

CBD: A bit jealous about the UNFCCC process, get more attention. How to reflect climate change in 

our framework (CBD)? How do we have a place for UNFCCC? Up to many different political 

processes, but we hope that other frameworks also pick up on others. For all stakeholders. That we 

hope for and hope to build some synergies around.  

FAO: Use something we call reciprocal mainstreaming, mainstream issues that cut across. We 

mainstream climate change and biodiversity in fisheries for example. Lack of this since often 

different departments and ministries, very much needed though.   

Alice Hicuburundi: Do have some processes that gives some opportunities for integration, in for 

example BBNJ? Also World Ocean Assessment- that brings together a lot of different scientist. 

Forums where at least attempts are made, and we should try to capitalise on them.  

CAN International: Climate change and biodiversity loss threaten ocean biodiversity. Link between 

climate change and biodiversity crises. Mainstreaming ecosystems integrity and functions. Current 

opportunities strengthen. Parties recognised the need to address climate change and biodiversity in 

an integrated manner, parties need to reaffirm and strengthen at COP26. Para 15. What are the 

options or additional steps to make this happen? Establish programme to encourage action in ways 



that supports vulnerable communities and indigenous peoples etc. Key role in supporting tech 

guidelines of integrated approach, how to manage trade-offs and co-benefits. Ocean components in 

NDCs, to mainstream ocean planning to national legislation and policies. Explore activities in this 

matter. Align reporting cycles, report on integrated action, ensuring projects and programmes 

funded by UNFCCC do not contribute to ecosystem degradation. Supporting the proposal that 

parties could request SBSTA chair to report in COP26.  

Farmers… and trade, Australia: Do agree climate change and biodiversity is interlinked. Support idea 

to catalyse benefits across forums and agreements. Very much welcome UK’s focus on NBS at 

COP26.  

Rep South Africa: Not only the what, but also the how. Commend CBD programme as an excellent 

way to proceed. Based on regional workshops, what to take on and bring forward. This bottom up 

approach, the how is very important, we need regional involvement.    

UK: The science is clear; benefits can be achieved if we do coordinated action. Been listening 

carefully on how we can strengthen action. Importance of action does not inhabit progress in 

another area. We need progress that leaves no one behind.  

Speaker ?: The importance to involve indigenous peoples and communities.  

Short Videos – i. The Olympic Coast as a Sentinel, NOAA and Washington Sea Grant and ii. Portraits 

of Change: Mexico, by Environmental Defence Fund 

4. PLENARY Moderator: Stella Gama, SBSTA Rapporteur  

Reports from discussion groups General Discussion 

Summary of discussion in group 1: Strengthening action under the UNFCCC 

Lively discussion with many detailed examples, and some key ideas for way forward. Parties 

expressed the appreciation for detailed noted provided. Parties and non-parties stronger integration 

of oceans with climate action, also expressed this is not enough to address the complexities. Need 

follow up dialogue at COP26 and potentially consider the outcomes in 2022 and onward. Role of 

UNFCCC is crucial in strengthen the relationship climate change and oceans. Specific examples that 

parties raised: inviting constituted bodies, LEG, Nairobi Work Program, for ex, how elements to be 

discussed within those bodies. Other areas that have existing elements. Exploring strengthen 

collaboration in consideration of financing. Request a follow up dialogue and present formally at 

COP26 to consider a potential dialogue in 2022. Outcome should be presented in reader friendly 

manner. Need to strengthen coordinated action and breaking silos. Need to ensure incorporate 

science in actions moving forward. Consensus from parties on global stock take to include the WMO 

indicators as input going forward. Track progress and seek further guidance from parties. Some 

direct actions as outcome of this dialogue.  

Mentimeter: Focus on finance and NBS, the need of opportunities to unlock finance. Similar 

approach to oceans as to climate change finance. NBS- further meeting could bring together 

stakeholders to address ecosystem adaptation to coastal areas and communities. Parties agree to 

continue momentum.  

Summary of discussion group 2: Stengthening action across the UN 

What synergies to strengthen integrated actions, actions across different frameworks. Better 

enhance and coordinate actions to maximise mitigation and adaptation actions. UNEP has 

mechanism to this coordination, to provide this platform for this cooperation. Identifying 



mechanism across institutions, important point was reciprocal mainstreaming to build bridges. Show 

benefits, ex NBS, where benefits can be highlighted in many different areas ex. for food security, 

mitigation and adaptation. Opportunity to strengthen relevant efforts. “How” was the focus, 

additional areas of cooperation, cross sectoral capacity building. Growing number of states that 

developed oceans policy. Building on traditional knowledge and indigenous peoples’ knowledge (the 

LCIPP). Importance of taking these dialogues to COP26 and being presented, many key issues in the 

submissions addressed in detail. High level panel on ocean economy. Diverse values on blue carbon 

ecosystems.   


