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Key Messages: 
This Round Table occurred over two days, but I was invited to Day One only. 
 
The session was chaired by Archie Young, the COP26 Lead Negotiator for the UK. He 
welcomed everyone and thanked the speakers and participants for joining the event, which 
he felt had set a marker of COP meetings being more inclusive and transparent, which he 
felt was easier to achieve through the remote technologies being used, and also to say that 
he wanted the focus to be on solving-problems. He also stated that there was much work to 
be done between now and Glasgow next November, and invited everyone to participate in 
COP26 there. He also reiterated the British government’s commitment to getting things 
done! This referred primarily to meeting the Net Zero Targets, Carbon Neutrality and 
achieving the Goal of  limiting temperature rises to 1.5˚C increase. He also said this was an 
ambitious target, but was feasible with goodwill, commitment and hard work by everyone.  
 
The session co-chair was Julio Cordano, the COP25 President from Chile. He spoke after 
Archie, also to thank everyone, provide the historical backdrop to COP26  and highlight the 
importance of ambition in getting things done. 
 
The Round Table contained many speakers, and this left little time for Q n A at the end. All 
speakers thanked everyone as per the meeting Protocols. 
 
Observers like me were encouraged to use the chat function to ask questions. There was no 
way of knowing how many participants there were at the session, and our mics and videos 
were also disabled. Nonetheless, I used the chat function to ask questions and make 
comments. I took full advantage of this opportunity, making a number of comments and 
raising questions with the main aim of highlighting the invisibility of social work, and the 
activities that social workers and social work researchers have undertaken to support 
climate change initiatives across the world, and continue to do so. The question I raised 
about the invisibility of social work was picked up as the first one in Q n A, and I was pleased 
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that several panellists agreed with this and said they would like to see this remedied. Of 
course, I was delighted with this, but I was not allowed to respond. My take away from that 
was that it is really un to us to follow through on this. The question is, what is the best way 
of doing this and how? Any suggestions warmly welcomed. 
  
The Panel was composed of: 
 
Jim Skea, Co-chair of WGIII of IPCC, speaking on Pre-2020 implementation and ambition: a 

perspective from science  
Anne Olhoff, UNEP, speaking on ‘Pre-2020 commitments and emissions and the adaptation 

gap: the UNEP Gap Reports’  
Gebru Jember Endalew, Global Green Growth Institute speaking on ‘Adaptation ambition 

and implementation in pre-2020’ 
Maarten van Aalst, International Federation of Red Cross, speaking on ‘Adaptation ambition 

and implementation in pre-2020’  
Stephen Hammer, World Bank Means of Implementation ambition and implementation in 

pre-2020 
Elizabeth Press, IRENA, speaking on ‘Means of Implementation ambition and 

implementation in pre-2020 
Gonzalo Muñoz and Nigel Topping, High Level Champions for Climate Action, speaking on 

‘Pre-2020 implementation and ambition: a perspective from non-Party stakeholders’  
Florin Vladu, UNFCCC Secretariat, wrapping up with ‘An overview of the work on 

implementation and ambition across pre-2020’ 
 
As can be imagined, there was considerable overlap between the speakers, which included 
them all thanking the Secretariat for organising the event, the Chair and other speakers. The 
key messages were: 
 

• The importance of capacity building in meeting the ambitions expressed in the 
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) agreed as part of the Paris Agreement. 

• The importance of making available funding for change to occur in the Global South 
and to provide access to the technologies – some speakers took this opportunity to 
mention the importance of making the Covid-19 vaccine available to everyone. This 
was expressed as part of the commitment to ‘leave no one behind’. 

• Using science-based evidence to achieve transformative change. 

• Adaptation measures were seen as insufficient in meeting the COP26 targets, so 
other more ambitious plans had to be put in place. It was emphasised that this 
involved collective endeavours. 

• Some highlighted the of the business sector as a partner in meeting ambitious goals. 

• Radical collaboration was seen as important in recovery measures following climate 
change, especially in health, the economy and climate change. This because some 
people felt that Covid-19 had set back time, energy and finances spent on climate 
change endeavours. Others disagree with this view. 

• Others spoke of the need for a roadmap that all felt committed to to come out of 
these dialogues, and the role that momentum for change, Glasgow, and the climate 
change alliance would play in this regard. 

• Others highlighted the importance of measuring progress, although difficult to do. 


