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Adaptation Committee: Achievements in 2020 
 
Time: 17:30 - 19:00 
Webcast: https://unfccc.int/cd2020/live 
Organiser: UNFCCC 
  
Objective: This event will provide an overview of the AC’s work this year, including its flagship 
reports that are, or will be, published this year. It will also present progress made on its work 
mandated by the CMA, including mandates geared towards the Global Stocktake. The event will thus 
provide an opportunity for the AC to seek feedback and input from participants on its ongoing work, 
and the event will be conducted in two parts conducive to a constructive and interactive discussion 
on what has been achieved so far, and what Parties and other stakeholders can contribute to 
ensuring the work of the AC remains useful, accessible and relevant. The event will conclude with a 
preview of what the AC will undertake next year. 
  
Proposed programme: 

Time Topic Speaker 

17:30 - 
17:33 Welcome Mr. Juan 

Hoffmaister, Moderator 

Part 1 - Showcasing the AC's achievements in 2020 

17:33 - 
17:45  

Opening remarks and overview of the work of the AC in 
2020 

Ms. Cecilia da Silva 
Bernardo, AC Co-Chair 
Ms. Alessandra 
Sggobi,      AC Co-Chair 

17:45 - 
18:00      

Introducing the AC’s 2020 flagship reports: 
• Data for adaptation at different spatial and 

temporal scales 
  

• Synthesis report on how developing countries are 
addressing hazards 

Mr. Vladimir Kattsov, AC 
member 
Ms. Funanani 
Muremi, AC member 

Part 2 - Feedback on progress made on work mandated by the CMA 

18:00 - 
18:25 

Feedback session on approaches to reviewing the overall 
progress made in achieving the global goal on adaptation 
Questions: 

• Which approaches do you consider valuable and 
realistic for reviewing overall progress made 

Mr. Juan 
Hoffmaister, Moderator 
Ms. Mariam Allam, AC 
member 
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in achieving the global goal on adaptation? 
  

• What types of data and information would need to 
be collected to enable the review of progress 
made? 

Interaction with the 
audience 

18:25 - 
18:55 

Feedback session on methodologies for reviewing the 
adequacy and effectiveness of adaptation and support 
Questions: 

• Which methodologies do you consider valuable 
and realistic for reviewing the adequacy and 
effectiveness of adaptation and support? 
  

• What types of data and information would 
countries need to collect and report to enable the 
review of adequacy and effectiveness? 

Mr. Juan 
Hoffmaister, Moderator 
Ms. Navina Sánchez 
Ibrahim, AC member 
Interaction with the 
audience 

18:55 - 
19:00 Outlook to 2021 and closing remarks 

Ms. Alessandra 
Sggobi, AC Co-Chair 
Ms. Cecilia da Silva 
Bernardo, AC Co-Chair 

 
Juan Pablo Hoffmaister opens the session 

- The Adaptation Committee has decided to host this side event to outreach, share progress 
on technical work/introduce work finalised, and seek feedback 

- Part 1 will showcase achievements of the Adaptation Committee in 2020 – focusing on data 
for adaptation at different spatial and temporal scales and how developing countries are 
addressing hazards 

- Part 2 will see the Adaptation Committee seek feedback on work mandated by the CMA 
 
Part 1: Alessandra Sgobbi (one of the co-chairs of the Adaptation Committee) on 2020 highlights  

- Presents a video overview of the work and achievements of the Adaptation Committee 
o Recap of 5x core functions and mandate 
o Actions to implement the Paris Agreement  
o Synthesis report on how developing countries are addressing climate hazards 
o Pilot inventory on methodologies via a centalised online hub  
o Initiation of work on the GGA (Global Goal on Adaptation) 
o Data for adaptation at different temporal and spatial scales 
o Advancement towards gender parity and diversity/representation at events and 

through technical work 
o Joint focus on support for adaptation to address capacity gaps in accessing 

adaptation funding 
o Work with the private sector and launch of a toolkit with the NAP Global Network 
o TEP-A visual art competition 

- Capacity gaps that developing countries encounter in accessing support for adaptation – 
successes and challenges 

§ Raising awareness of impacts is still very important 
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§ Establish an enabling env is a necessary condition  
§ Making the economic case for adaptation is also required 
§ Stakeholders must all understand the architecture, including mechanisms 

and processes of funds 
§ Using and managing funds and how funding is spent 
§ How funds translate to capacity building  

- How to engage the private sector in adaptation action 
o Focus on micro and small-scale enterprises in the agricultural sector  

- TEP-A – mandated 5-year term has come to an end; the Adaptation Committee welcome 
useful discussions and outcomes 

- Annual report will be issued tomorrow and video and infographics available on Adaptation 
Committee webpage 

Vladimir Kattsov on data for adaptation at different spatial and temporal scales 
- Technical paper by the Adaptation Committee; summary for policymakers also available; 

launched next week 
- Demand for data for adaptation is on the rise  
- Data needs to be increasingly diversified and specialised 
- The paper introduces the data categories required, forms in which it is currently provided 

and the gaps, challenges and opportunities  
- Different data categories are required along iterative stages of the adaptation process: 

observational data, projected data and historical data; observational data is at the core and 
required at all stages, but different contexts require different combinations/compositions 

- In parallel to growing demands, the supply of data has also increased rapidly  
- Climate data is collected and shared across scales and bundled at data centres (global, 

regional and national) 
- Gaps and challenges: coverage; capacity for management and interpretation; matching 

supply and demand 
- Opportunities: exploiting big data; ensuring open access; enhancing capacity; providing 

climate services  
Funanani Muremi on how developing countries are addressing hazards 

- Synthesis report on how developing countries are addressing hazards, focusing on lessons 
learned and good practices in the context of the recognition of adaptation efforts of 
developing countries; launch next week 

- Based on review of 20 NAPs, 137 NDCs, 154 National Communications, 2 Adaptation 
Communications submitted to the UNFCCC and a number of reports – technical, by the 
Adaptation Committee reports, by the LDC Group, stemming from the Warsaw International 
Mechanism on Loss and Damage and the Nairobi Work Programme 

- Key climate hazards identified by developing countries – floods, drought, high temperatures, 
storms… 

- More than 90% of developing countries report actions taken to address floods and the same 
for drought; 2/3 cited sea-level rise as an issue of concern; storms and hurricanes 
constituted a prominent threat for 80% of developing countries   

- Good practices: integrating DRR into NAPs; undertaking a multi-sectoral national approach; 
building on existing national development programmes; promoting cross-cutting 
considerations; addressing adaptation at transboundary and regional levels  

- Challenges and needs: remove economic and financial barriers; reduce vulnerability and 
enhance adaptive capacity; enhance support; enhance development; enhance technology 
transfer 

 
Part 2: Mariam Allam on the work of the Adaptation Committee to address its mandate on the 
Global Goal on Adaptation 
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- 2015 Paris Agreement Art 7.1 established the Global Goal on Adaptation 
- 2019 CMA Madrid – Adaptation Committee requested to consider approaches to reviewing 

the overall progress made in achieving the Global Goal on Adaptation 
- 2019-21 Adaptation Committee workplan included preparation of a technical paper 
- Current revised technical paper responds to the Adaptation Committee workplan and CMA 

review  
o Now available and includes an analysis of the scientific literature (including of 

approaches for assessing collective progress), an overview of national approaches, 
and a summary of the spectrum of approaches (from low to high with regards to the 
challenges involved – methodological, empirical, political etc.) 

- Qs for feedback: (1) which approaches do you consider valuable and realistic for reviewing 
overall progress made in achieving the Global Goal on Adaptation? (2) And what types of 
data and information would need to be collected to enable the review of overall progress to 
be made? 

o Angela Rivera (Colombia) 
§ The Global Goal on Adaptation should aim for a qualitative synthesis of 

relevant information (rather than standardisation of indicators) 
§ It should recognise that there is not one single approach; there should be a 

number of approaches  
§ It should prioritise approaches that do not create an additional burden for 

developing countries 
§ It should encourage the adoption of a flexible, adaptive approach 
§ It should avoid standardised metrics and indicators across scales (must 

respect contextual nuance) 
§ Support the revised technical paper’s finding/proposition that the approach 

taken should account for transboundary climate risks and impacts 
§ Types of information needed: much support is needed to help developing 

countries improve adaptation baselines and the Global Goal on Adaptation 
should be based on data that they are encouraged to report under existing 
reporting mechanisms (no additional burden) 

o Tlpu Ramaru 
§ I want to debunk the myth that this is about subjecting countries to an 

assessment of the impacts of adaptation in light of the adequacy of their 
efforts – it’s not, it’s about assessing our collective effort  

§ No singular approach will be fitting – a number of qualitative and 
quantitative approaches will be needed to reflect the nature of adaptation 

§ We need to mirror the information gleaned in the annual transparency 
report – we need to be able to review and assess our direction of travel – we 
need information that can be aggregated  

§ The type of information we gather is critical to enable us to assess different 
priorities and adaptation needs 

§ We need to draw out distinctions between needs versus action on the 
ground 

o Elizabeth Atkinson (Canada) 
§ I’d like to congratulate the Adaptation Committee; it is a complicated task 

and the paper doesn’t shy away from this 
§ Aggregation vs coalition – a coalition approach would more readily account 

for the views of under-represented groups such as indigenous groups and 
women and girls and should also be more flexible and sensitive to national 
contexts  
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§ Transboundary issues further complicate this agenda – it is an emerging but 
important topic – but necessary to assess risk and adaptation needs; 
transboundary risks ought to be considered for inclusion  

o Omniah Hegazy (Egypt) 
§ We have to have a mix of quantitative and qualitative approaches to 

measure progress towards the Global Goal on Adaptation 
§ Information can be collected by countries as highlighted in their NAPs, 

Adaptation Communications and NDCs  
§ Urge to proceed without delay 

o Xolisa Ngwadla (South Africa) 
§ There is scope for both aggregation (which is less about capturing the 

diversity of circumstances, and more about understanding whether we are 
making progress in reducing vulnerabilities) and for collation in terms of 
information-sharing 

§ The Paris Agreement is about collective assessment of progress – how we as 
a global community are making progress  

o Katy Harris (Adaptation Without Borders) 
§ Welcome the recognition of transboundary climate risk in the technical draft 
§ There is an opportunity for the assessment of progress towards the Global 

Goal on Adaptation to go beyond the simple aggregation or synthesis of 
adaptation plans and efforts at the national level – this risks painting an 
incomplete or inaccurate picture (as it could well fail to measure adaptation 
to the sorts of transboundary risks that are unlikely to be revealed or 
planned for in such national reporting mechanisms) 

§ The assessment of progress towards the Global Goal on Adaptation could go 
further – to assess our collective resilience, the national contributions that 
strengthen regional and global resilience, and the efficacy of efforts we take 
in collaboration with others – which will require us to build upon our current 
efforts with different kinds of data, information and methodologies  

Navina Sanchez Ibrahim on the work of the Adaptation Committee to review methodologies for 
assessing the adequacy and effectiveness of adaptation and support 

- Original mandate from COP21 
- CMA considered initial recommendations provided by the Adaptation Committee and Least 

Developed Countries Expert Group on the methodologies and invited further technical work 
and submissions 

- 4x submissions received so far 
- The Adaptation Committee and the Least Developed Countries Expert Group, in 

collaboration with the SCF, were invited to continue compiling existing methodologies 
- First draft of the paper focused on the adequacy and effectiveness of adaptation based on 

the submissions received 
- Second draft included existing technical sources and methodologies for reviewing the 

adequacy and effectiveness of support 
- The current drafts present existing methodologies for reviewing the adequacy and 

effectiveness of adaptation support as well as key findings, lessons learned, gaps and 
challenges, mainly based on submissions received and as applied under the convention and 
international climate funds, as well as opportunities and options for applying the 
methodologies, including in view of informing the global stocktake  

- Qs for feedback: (1) Which methodologies to you consider valuable and realistic for 
reviewing the adequacy and effectiveness of adaptation and support? (2) And what types of 
data and information would countries need to collect and report to enable the review of 
adequacy and effectiveness? 
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o Angela Rivera (Colombia) 
§ Country-led M&E systems review adequacy and effectiveness at a national 

level 
§ The effectiveness of adaptation support should be evaluated according to its 

contribution to intended adaptation outcomes – for this reason the review 
should be supported by methodologies assessing the impact the funding has 
had on adaptation action 

§ On the types of data, the review should be based on quantitative and 
qualitative data but should not be based on quantitative data and 
information only; types of data will depend on individual contexts; data and 
indicators should be based on and analysed in accordance with outcomes 

o Xolisa Ngwadla (South Africa) 
§ This question can only be assessed in terms of how we’re reducing 

vulnerabilities and driving changes in vulnerability; a synthesis of needs 
expressed by developing countries and support provided by developed 
countries 

 
Cecilia da Silva Bernardo closes the session – new items in the Adaptation Committee workplan 

- Paper on technologies for adaptation (agriculture, water resources, coastal zones)  
- Meeting and technical paper on the monitoring and evaluation of adaptation   
- Paper on assessing adaptation needs 
- Paper launched in the new year on the links between mitigation and adaptation 


