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St. Kitts and Nevis 

• On behalf of AOSIS 

• Extremely disappointed in the process so far 

US 

• Does not want “assess” in 4.2 b/c their intention is to reduce duplication of the GST 

Canada 

• Agrees with the US, thinks having the word “assess” in 4.2 will implicate a duplication of the 

GST 

G77 and China 

• This proposal is urgent 

?? 

• 4.2 isn’t about introducing new text, it’s about finding common ground. This isn’t difficult, 

we are trying to be flexible 

Co-facs 

• Suggest “consider” replaces “assess” 

Australia 

• Cannot accept the word “access”,  

Saudi Arabia 

• On behalf of Arab group 

• Leave the language as “assess”, agreeing with G77 and China 

• Claims they have shown a lot of flexibility and it took a lot for the language “assess” to be 

agreed upon 



Korea 

• Agrees with US and Australia 

Ghana 

• On behalf of African group 
• Agrees with G77 and China 

• A huge sacrifice from their group 

India 

• On behalf of LMDC (like-minded developing countries…) 

• Agrees with G77 and China because the issue of GST duplication is, in fact, a non-issue. 

They are different enough. “Consider” is not a text language, but “assess” is a decision text 

language. 

Solomon islands 

• Wants to reticulate the very important role that science plays. Things this has turned into talk 

about “black magic” instead of science… 

Costa Rica 

• Urging everyone to come with a “constructive spirit” to agree on the scope of the periodic 

review. A periodic review will not happen without an agreed upon scope 

EU 

• Suggested adding “enhance parties understanding” versus “access” or “consider”... wants this 

to be the beginning of the next conversation, as time has now exhausted 

Canada 

• Agrees with the EU about the wording “enhance parties understanding” versus “access” or 

“consider” 

China 

• Frustrated and disappointed with the lack of willingness from specific parties 

India 

• Para 1… wants to stop talking about duplication. 

Take Away: the US, Canada, and Australia seem to believe that including the word “assess” in the 

beginning of the new 4.2 paragraph will shape the periodic review as a duplication of the GST. G77 

and China were adamant about leaving the word “assess”, as its alternative word “consider” is not 

decision-text language, they said. The session ended with no agreement on the wording. 
 

 

 

 


