
First Informal Consultation on APA Agenda Item 3 on further guidance in relation to the mitigation 
section of decision 1/CP.21  
 
Wednesday, 5 September 2018, 3-5pm, UN ESCAP Hall, SB48-2/APA1-6, Bangkok  
 
Note taker: Melissa Low, Research Fellow, Energy Studies Institute, National University of Singapore 
(esimlyx@nus.edu.sg)  
 
Additional tool here. 

• What, rather than how 
• Presented in additional text box proposals 
• Line numbers added for readability 
• Substantive elements – indicative, non-exhaustive examples 
• Tool is not a negotiating text 
• Contains some unintended omissions: 

o Option 1 of Features of NDCs, no references for Art 2,3  
o Deleted one bullet from box 3, whether NDCs include mitigation, adaptation and/or 

means of implementation (ICTU scope and coverage) – thought the point related to 
scope debate where proposals on adaptation and MOI are under a separate section 
 After additional tool was published, Co-Facilitators received info from Parties 

that if Party had also included adaptation and MOI as part of NDC, it should 
indicate so 

 Parties may wish to further discuss idea in context of substantive ideas in 
context of scope and ICTU 

Organization of works: 

• Last chance before Katowice 
• High volume of work 
• Strict time management for informal consultations 
• All sub-items and key issues will be addressed in all three sub-items 
• Invite feedback on additional tool and share views on which issues need most time 

Allocation of work: 

Wednesday, 5 Sept: 

• 3-5pm, APA informal consultaitons: Plenary 
a) General discussion on approach 
b) Features 

• Rooms for informal-informals “Homework” on ICTU 
a) 6-7pm Room G (to be revised to 6.30pm on EU’s suggestion and agreed on by Zimbabwe 

on behalf of African Group, because of coordination meetings) 
b) 7-9pm, Room F 

Thursday, 6 Sept: 

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/APA1.6.Informal.1.Add_.1.pdf


• 10-11am: APA informal consutlations, Conference Room 2 
a) Feedback ICTU 
b) General aspects of ICTU 

• (following informal consultations), room TBC 
a) Informal-informals on Outline of outcome document 

• 5-6pm: APA informal consultations, Conference Room 1 
a) Feedback on outline of outcome document 
b) ICTU (resumed) 

• 7-9pm, informal-informals, room F 
a) Accounting  

Friday, 7 September 

• will arrange room for informal-informals on ICTU 
• Hear back from 3-5pm on accounting from Thursday and continued discussion for 30 min 
• New iteration planned for Saturday morning for feedback by 3pm 

Zimbabwe (African Group) 

• Note proposals to further advance work through informal-informals 
• Have coordination from 6pm so not possible to join the informal-informals 
• Propose to start it tomorrow, and will take on board the time for next few days 
• For discussion on features, we may not engage but use the time to engage on structure 

China (LMDC) 

• Support views by Zimbabwe (African Group) to move informal-informals morning than in the 
original proposal 

• Important to have clear outline in text  
• Need to get close to negotiating text 

Switzerland 

• Ask co-facilitators to go through list again 

Saudi Arabia (Arab Group) 

• Echo Zimbabwe for African Group and China for LMDC. Have members who are part of those 
groups and need to go for coordination meetings. 

United States of America 

• Somewhat surprised that we are beginning in this manner 
• Allocation of work makes a lot of sense, will allow us to address concerns  
• Willing to work to accommodate evenings but prefer that option is not dismissed  
• Means working around evening coordination meetings from other groups – can find our ways 

around that 

Marshall Islands (AOSIS) 



• Thank Co-Facilitator for work on the additional tool and agree to work on the basis, box and 
navigation on the way forward 

• For specific proposal to work in informal-informals – note that we also have a coordination 
meeting but that doesn’t mean we won’t work past 6pm but happy to work after coordination  

• Encourage others to be similarly flexible as work is going on in other areas despite evening 
coordination 

• On features, we do want to have them discussed. Have a clear mandate, but willing to be 
flexible as to when that issue will be discussed and time allocated to that but we need to get on 
with work 

Parties expressed that all Parties need to be at informal-informals, and asked for clarification on the 
rooms and what will happen to the sequence of discussion of issues subsequently. 

Co-Facilitators opened the floor for discussion on FEATURES 

China (LMDC) 

• Starting point 
• Co-Facilitator explained technical errors, explained that missing features are quite important 

and hope it will be captured again 
• Scope and coverage: adaptation, MOI – add it back and add to scope and coverage; one of the 

ways to answer what is the scope and coverage of NDC 
• Asked for clarification if the features of NDC only focuses on mitigation or includes also 

adaptation and MOI 
• Recognize duplications elsewhere but sentence in scope and coverage removed 
• Summarized box provides us with more clarity and visualization but highlighted those things 

removed 
• Open to talk about substantive elements, hope to move forward on this session 
• Hope to achieve outcome in textual language as format as outcome of this session. 

Co-Facilitators apologized for missing features:  

• Not going to republish document now, but Parties should consider that the missing features are 
part of the discussion. 

• Bullet not replicated in box 3 – certainly explanation is helpful so Parties when you do discuss 
scope & coverage, our encouragement is not to forget that point and that discussion should be 
considered. Future iterations will take into account what has been discussed.  

• Box has no status but merely an example of how you can further streamline or cluster ideas. Not 
meant to be a move by Co-Facilitators to delete what Parties have endorsed.  

Republic of Korea 

• Thank you for additional tool 
• Improve navigation tool 
• One element of our proposal not captured in navigation and additional tool 
• There was a clear agreement that nothing should be deleted 
• In interest of time, will not repeat here 



• Generally agree on mode of work and with such an approach can make the best use time 
• On ICTU guidance, should be able to move, merge things across different categories – clearly 

necessary to improve structure, placement and concepts to take us to a basis for negotiation 
• Should go beyond moving things within certain categories but across 

Marshall Islands 

• React to China (LMDC) – helpful in many respects 
• On missing bullet on scope, won’t comment on merits or otherwise whether it’s included or not 

– co-facilitator made clear that it should be at the back of our heads 
• Parties should be free to say whether their NDCs are about only mitigation, or if they also 

include adaptation and MOI 
• If you look at the wording in Box 4 is “whether the NDC includes mitigation, adaptation and 

MOI” – wording does not cover the issue as was just described by China – Cast iron description 
• Happy with the tool – improvement on what we had before 
• Boxes are also helpful visual representation that can guide us but have same concern that it 

doesn’t have boundary around level of detail – more like terms of reference but not opening the 
door again to reinsert anything back into this document (in this regard, share views of China) 

Canada 

• Good work on the tool 
• Happy and thankful that nothing has really come off the table 
• Copy & paste error – understand that happens and that the bullets will be put back; we can 

assume that it will be added back 
• Happy to work all night in PJs 

… 

Notes for the Informal Consultation end at 4pm (had to leave for Transparency). 


