
 

OBSERVERS AND GOVERNMENT CONSULTATION IN NEW YORK CITY 

20 SEPTEMBER 2017 
 

Overview: This meeting would convene admitted observers in the UNFCCC ahead of COP, at 

the sidelines of NYC Climate Week, on Wednesday September 20th, from 15:00 to 18:00, to 

exchange views with the incoming Presidency. The focus will be discussions around the 

Presidency priorities and expectations for COP23 with the aim to limit the rise of global 

temperature to 1.5°C above pre- industrial level and the operationalizing the Paris Agreement. 

 

Objectives: The broad objectives of the consultation would be to: 

● Share views on the expectations for COP23 on various issues that would also be 

discussed during the Pre-COP - in order to have a continued exchange with CSO in the 

Bula spirit of inclusiveness, friendliness and solidarity in the run-up and during COP23. 

● Specific objectives: a) share information from the Presidency on priorities for COP23 and 

seek support from non-state actors to help achieve this vision b) Inform stakeholders 

about the various partnerships (including the grand coalition idea) and get buy in 

c) Exchange views on expectations for the CSO dialogue at COP23 in November. 

 

Detailed agenda for the 3 hour consultation 

14:30 - 15:00 Participant arrival, registration and welcome 

coffee  

  

15:00 - 15:10 Welcome by Honorable Prime Minister of Fiji 

Islands and incoming President of COP 23, Frank 

Bainimarama 

Prime Minister of the 

Republic of Fiji 

15:10- 15:50 

 

(40min) 

Objectives of the New York observer 

consultation 

 

Session 1: Outcomes for COP23 and overall 

expectations 

 This session will facilitate a sharing of views 

between participants 

Guiding questions:  

- How can Civil Society contribute to 

achieving COP23 outcomes? 

- Are the outcomes realistic and sufficiently 

ambitious? Explain. 

Ambassador Khan, 

Chief Negotiator 

COP23  

 

Ø  Overview (package 

of outcomes & vision) 

Ø  Discussion and 

feedback in line with 

guiding questions  



 

15:50 – 16:40 

  

 (60min) 

Session 2: Breakout Session on key issues 

and outcomes: 

● Indigenous Peoples’ rights 

● Oceans and Gender  

● Health and Education 

● Non-party stakeholder engagement  

Ø Brief explanation 

from the Fiji Presidency 

on the mandate  

Ø  Group discussion 

and feedback at 

conclusion session at 

17:10  

16:40 – 17:10 

 

 

 

(30min) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session 3: Partnerships- Non-State Actors 

Have Presidency explain the work under the 

Marrakech Partnership and discuss the possibility 

of a Grand Coalition - clarify questions and ask 

questions back  

 

Guiding questions: 

- How can the proposed partnerships and 

Grand Coalition build momentum, raise 

ambition and raise the profile of the 1.5 

warming limit? 

- What are the potential risks and 

opportunities related to such an initiative? 

- How can Civil society and other 

Observers contribute to the coalition? 

Christine Fung, Advisor 

to Global Climate 

Champion 

 

Ø  Discussion around the 

notion of a Grand 

Coalition concept  

17:10 – 18:00 

 

(50min) 

Report back from breakout session (20min) 

 

Discussion on CSO Dialogue at COP23 and 

Zone + concept proposed by UNFCCC (20min) 

 

Wrap-up and next steps (10min) 

Moderated by 

Ambassador Khan 

 

  

Workshop input(s): short presentation from Presidency on priorities for COP23 and short 

presentation from Presidency on Marrakech Partnership and the Grand Coalition idea 

  

Workshop output(s): The workshop would produce a summary note capturing the discussions.   

Presidency would take the notes and input from the day and a) share input from the session one 

and two with Ministers at Pre-COP b) share input from session 3 with the Climate Champions c) 

use overall input to enhance the work of the Presidency and inform the design the Dialogue at 

COP23 


