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Thank you, Mr. Chair, for the opportunity to speak today on behalf of 
the Research and Independent NGOs, the RINGOs. 
 
Today we want to focus on capacity building, but with a twist.  We want 
to talk about building our own capacities, and those of the other 
constituencies, so that we can work together more effectively in 
addressing climate challenges. 
 
We propose three capacities we need to develop among ourselves. 
 

1. Building and Maintaining Partnerships.  Climate problems are 
extraordinarily complex and filled with uncertainties.  They 
require skills and knowledge that cut across disciplines and 
sectors.  How can we identify the diverse players that need to be 
involved in solving climate problems, bring them together, and 
get them to work collectively to solve problems?  How can we 
develop effective and enduring partnerships to analyze problems; 
identify and improve relevant skills, knowledge, and technologies; 
acquire funding; and plan, implement, monitor, and evaluate 
climate programs and policies? 

 
2. Working across boundaries.  Academics sometimes have trouble 

thinking outside of their own disciplinary boundaries.  We need to   
think about what each of us can bring to team efforts to solve real 
world problems..  Collaborations across disciplinary, political and 
geographical boundaries will help us all to understand the variety 
of contexts within which climate problems arise. 

 
3. Improving the Science-Policy Interface.  We talk a lot about how 

decisions and policies should be grounded in sound science, but 



academic literature rarely presents information in a form that is 
immediately useful to policy makers.  We researchers need to 
improve our willingness and capacity to think about the 
implications of our work for climate policy, and find better ways 
to communicate with policy makers.  But this is not a one-way 
street.  Planners and decision-makers need to alert researchers to 
the kinds of problems they face, ask for help in filling knowledge 
and understanding gaps, and share policy options in advance of 
decisions so that the social, economic, and environmental 
implications can be explored.  Working together will produce 
better programs, practices, and policies; and help to avoid the 
unintended consequences of many well-intentioned decisions. 
 

  The RINGOs look forward to working with the SBSTA and all 
constituencies to implement the many challenges addressed by the 
Paris Agreement. 

 

 
  



 
 

 
Now that the Paris Agreement has gone into effect, the RINGOs are eager to move on to 
implementation.  That will require changes in practice for all of us. 
 
Partnerships.  We need to work in teams to address climate-related problems 
 
 
 
First, we need to think about skills and knowledge needed for different tasks, and identify the people 
who can provide them 
 
 
The SBSTA has had a busy week. 
 
AIM in-session workshop and design of future observer engagement 
 
opportunities to further enhance the effective engagement of non-Party stakeholders with a view to 
strengthening the implementation of the outcomes of decision 1/CP.21” planned for next year. 
 
 


