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Thank you, Chair, for the opportunity to speak today. 
 
The Constituency of Research and Independent NGOs welcomes the in-session discussions around 
raising climate awareness through education. Many of our members are not only researchers but also 
educators. In our universities and institutes, we teach climate science and policy, training people to 
become future champions for climate action. Education today must encompass not only the teaching of 
the latest developments in climate science, but also policy analysis, cultural awareness, the history and 
context of climate policy, technology options and the intricacy of climate modeling. It must take a 
holistic approach to include reflection, critical thinking and creativity. We recognize that the children in 
our schools today will become the future work force in jobs that may not even exist yet; they will be 
developing new climate change and sustainability solutions and critically analyzing future policy and 
technology.  
 
Scientific research, including natural, technology and engineering sciences as well as social sciences and 
the humanities, provides the subject matter for education, but given the complexity of climate change 
governance and the need to consider science-based as well as value-based assessments and views, 
climate change education can no longer be a pure transmission of facts from teacher to student. Rather, 
collective wisdom emerges from dialogue and mutual learning. Researchers play an influential role in 
facilitating and moderating dialogue among students, faculty, civil society representatives, policy makers 
and citizens, and we welcome all suggestions and support in extending this practice. 
 
On Monday, we attended the 5th Dialogue on Action for Climate Empowerment, for Climate Change 
Education, Training and International Cooperation.  We agree that ACE can be an effective platform 
from which to share best practices and accelerate implementation. As was said at the workshop, 
“Teachers can change society through education.”  We as RINGOs are prepared to contribute to this 
effort to change to a low-carbon, sustainable society and are happy to draw on our experiences as 
researchers and educators to participate in the process. 
 
Thank you. 
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