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Mr. Chairman: 
 
The Research and Independent NGOs group would like to thank you for the 
opportunity to contribute to this high-level segment.  We would like to note first the 
significance of the first MOP of the Kyoto Protocol, and the adoption of the 
Marrakech Accords – both are milestones in the global community’s efforts to combat 
climate change. 
 
At the same time we need to put those commendable efforts into perspective.  The 
speed and scale of the socio-economic transformation needed to avoid the risk of 
serious harm is unprecedented.  
 
If we fail to achieve fundamental changes in the next 20 years, we will have 
foreclosed our options by entering a world we cannot leave by any effort—one at 
serious risk of major systemic changes. Of course, the longer action is delayed, the 
tougher will be the economic challenge. As such, while long-term solutions such as 
new technologies are fundamentally important, we will also need to focus on effective 
action in the short term.  
 
Neither track will be easy: in the coming decades the world expects to see substantial 
economic development and investment in energy infrastructure. Much of this will be 
in developing countries as they strive for the standard of living of today’s 
industrialized countries. In both industrialized and developing countries, a critical 
element of the “next 20 years” challenge is therefore ensuring that energy investments 
use the best available technology. 
 
This is a challenge that will require international response on a scale with few 
precedents. Accordingly, we welcome the willingness policymakers have displayed 
here to embark on a long-term climate policy negotiation process that advances 
development goals in a sustainable way, tackles the crucial issue of adaptation, and 
works to realize the full potential benefits of technology and the market. 
 
Members of the RINGO constituency are uniquely placed to assist governments in 
this effort, having a rich body of past and ongoing research and analysis that is of 
direct relevance.  We have a proven ability to disseminate ideas and information to 
the broader policy community, and to provide space for informal discussions outside 
the negotiation process. 
 
We note that the draft decision issued Dec. 6 invites Parties to submit their views to 
the Secretariat on long-term cooperative action on climate change, and we encourage 
the Parties to extend the same invitation to the RINGO institutions (and others), who 
would be happy to provide input to government representatives, both on the national 
and international level. We applaud the example of the Parties in calling for wide 



submissions on the topic of avoided deforestation and look forward to taking part in 
that process. 
 
We would also like to send representatives to the workshops that will be held in the 
context of the negotiation process in the next years, and feel strongly that we could 
add value if allowed to make submissions in that process. A wide involvement of 
stakeholders in the process and linkages to other, related dialogues will be key in 
achieving a quality outcome and generating support for the results. 
 
The RINGO community is composed of a heterogeneous mix of organizations—
indeed, that is one of its strengths.  On some fundamental issues we do agree: 
 

 We believe that in order to achieve a credible long-term outcome of the 
process, we need to approach climate change in a way that addresses the 
fundamental development aspirations of nations, peoples and individuals. This 
will require the integration of climate policy across a broad range of policy 
fields. 

 
 We ask policymakers to take into account recent results of climate science 

even before the finalization of the IPCC 4th Assessment Report. 
 

 And we strongly encourage policymakers to take into account all disciplines 
of research, including social sciences in a wider sense. 

 
We thank you again, Mr. Chairman, for the opportunity to address the parties today.  
And we look forward with enthusiasm to a continuing collaboration in the future. 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information on the RINGO constituency please go to its website: 
http://www.ringos.net  


