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Thank you. Chairs, for the opportunity to address the SBSTA and SBI’s closing plenary on behalf of 

the Research and Independent NGOs, RINGOs. 

  

The RINGOs constituency applauds your efforts to maintain a transparent process by having as many 

open meetings as possible at COP 23. RINGO members – researchers, practitioners, and educators – 

work on nearly every aspect of climate change: on knowledge production, and the communication, 

application, governance and evaluation of it. 

  

An important but lesser known area that RINGOs are developing expertise in, which supports your 

mandates, is engaging with society on climate change issues. Transdisciplinary research is an 

emerging academic practice, where knowledge is co-created between scientists, policy practitioners 

and regular citizens. This work results in fruitful dialogues and can facilitate transition of society to 

a low carbon and climate-resilient future. Therefore, we welcome the creation and operationalisation 

of the Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities Platform.  

In this spirit we encourage parties to actively engage with RINGOs to think beyond the traditional 

roles of research.  Conversations and collaborations among researchers, educators, negotiators, 

policymakers, activists, and other stakeholders can help to illuminate the values underlying different 

negotiating positions and lead to identification of common ground, as well as to  better understanding 

of the likely effects of different policy options.  

A further important role that RINGOs play in support of SBSTA’s mandate concerns local capacity 

building and training as reflected in Action for Climate Empowerment. We are prepared to 

contribute significantly to this work as we move forward, including but not limited to training 

scientists to better understand the complexity of climate change, training engineers to deliver 

innovative mitigation and adaptation solutions, and training policy makers to develop novel policies. 

RINGOs are encouraged by efforts to maintain an open process. Our members welcome and look 

forward to continuing our collaboration with SBSTA and all Parties in achieving our common goals.  


