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Thank you, Co-Chairs, for this opportunity to speak at the APA closing plenary on behalf of the 

Research and Independent NGOs. 

 

RINGOs is the second largest of the NGO constituencies actively participating in this 

multilateral process. Our membership includes political scientists and physicists, philosophers 

and sociologists, geographers and atmospheric chemists, engineers and legal scholars. RINGOs 

work in universities, research centers, and think tanks all over the world. 

 

At SB46, many RINGOs have closely observed the APA’s work on developing the Paris 

rulebook. We have also met with the COP22 and 23 presidencies, and SBI, SBSTA, and APA 

co-chairs.  In these meetings, we have emphasized our capacity to add value to this intense phase 

of implementation in three ways. 

 

First, RINGOs offer our expertise with the technical work of developing the rulebook necessary 

to make the Paris Agreement’s promise a reality. We desire to do this in a more focused way, 

engaging in the submission process and workshops alongside Parties. Thus we noted with 

interest, during the informal consultation on the Facilitative Dialogue, several Parties’ support 

for more inclusion of our inputs.  We applaud the COP23 Presidency’s expressed desire to 

meaningfully include our expertise in the pre-COP in October. Especially this year, when 

analyzing the essential question of equity, we specifically encourage Parties to leverage the depth 

of our academic expertise with science-based methodologies, extending beyond those covered in 

the IPCC. These techniques can add particular value in the APA’s work on the global stocktake 

and transparency framework. 

 

Second, RINGOs can play a role at the national level, in the implementation efforts and in the 

continuous evaluation of them. National governments have invested significant time and energy 

creating their NDCs.  But as the rubber meets the road, assessing the effectiveness of NDC 

policies and approaches, as well their equity impacts, is essential for long term success. Given 

the critical role of post Paris action at the national level, RINGOs can help build capacity for 

“learning by doing.” 

 

Third, RINGOs can help build capacity for active citizen engagement through our teaching at 

both the international and national levels.  For many years, RINGOs have worked with COP 

presidencies to conduct pre-COP workshops for university students, faculty seminars and 

exchanges, and “teach ins” for the public, to increase knowledge and build social and political 

support for the goals of each Conference of Parties.  In Lima, we engaged in the green zone and 

made enduring relationships with local universities.  Likewise in Paris and Marrakech. We have 



pledged to the COP23 presidency to continue this tradition, building relationships in Fiji and 

Bonn. 

 

Co Chairs, UN Deputy Secretary-General Amina J. Mohammed admonished us this week that 

“there are no observers in implementation.” RINGOs are ready to work with the APA and the 

COP23 Presidency to do our part to deliver the Paris rulebook at COP24 in 2018. 

 

 

 

 


